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CONCERN OF CPSU FOR USSR NATIONAL SECURITY STRESSE 


Oo 


ww VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 

Nov 81) pp 5-12 

litorial: “The Concern of the Communist Party for the Security of the Socialist 
eT nd” 

xtj| The defense of the victories of Great October for the Communist Party and 
Soviet government has always been a cause of prime importance. The 26th Con- 


ss reaffirmed this. In the A:countability Report of the CPSU Central Committee 


the congress, the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. lI. 
-zhnev, particularly emphasized that “the party and state at no time has lost 

t the questi ms of strengthening the defense might of the nation and its 

8. This is a historical necessity caused by the aggressive nature of 

idea of t inevitable armed defense of socialism was established even in the 
ks of K. irx and F. Engels. They pointed out that a proletarian revolution is 
extremely complex phenomenon and can encompass a protracted period of fierce 

ss struggle, civil wars and international clashes. In analyzing the political 
sation in Europe in the middle of the 19th century, F. Engels wrote: “I proceed 


m the view that any victorious revolution in Paris in 1852 would certainly cause 


immediate war by the Holy Alliance against France."”° The founders of scientific 


munism drew an important theoretical conclusion that the working class needed 


wn military organization and its own mass army in order to successfully defend 
socialist victories. 


founder of our party, V. I. Lenin, made an outstanding contribution to the fur- 
r elaboration of the theory and to the solving of practical problems in creating 


i 
armed forces of a socialist state under the new historical conditions and namely 


ring the period that capitalism entered its higher stage of development, imperial- 


; ie scientifically established the question of the need for the revolution's 
iT tlined its historic role, tasks and paths of formation. On the basis of 


€ 
protound scientific analysis of specific historical conditions and the balance of 








rnational scene, Lenin pointed out that after the revolu- 
nary people had seized power, the overthrown ruling classes would endeavor to 
sin i ists of other nations would also attack us. For this 

t terrible ciashes between the Soviet republic and the 
able." 


In elaborating a military program for the proletariat, V. I. Lenin created the 


teachings about the defense of the socialist fatherland. He established the need 
f s defense, he defined its forms and drew conclusions on the scientific and 
technical preparations for sotease, on the creation of a military organization for 


the Soviet republic and on the leading and directing role of the Communist Party in 
arrying t the tasks of strengthening the defense might of the Soviet state and 
the building up of its Armed Forces. 
Lenin nstantly demanded that the greatest vigilance be shown for the counterrevo- 
itionar rces. "...He who forgets the danger constantly hanging over us,” he 
wrote, “and which will not cease as long as world imperialism exists, the person 
resets this forgets our labor republic."* 
n being guided by these Leninist instructions and admonishments, the Communist 
Part nd its Central Committee during all stages of the socialist society's con- 
structi ve done everything pesetols in the military area sc that the creative 
labor t Soviet labor be securely protected. No matter how the malicious in- 
yerialists 211 hues endeavored to break or stifle the world’s first state of the 
working pe e, they did not succeed in doing this. Due to the wise leadership of 
t ymmunist Party and to the constant concern for strengthening the defense caDa- 
bilit nation and the Armed Forces, all the campaigns of the intervention- 
ists and invasions of aggressors were successfully driven off. 
lus it was. And, as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said at the 26th CPSU Congress, “We 
will everything so that this is the case in the future as well!"® 
wever, modern imperialism, in living through the most acute stage of the general 
risis, int search for a way out of it has noticeably increased its aggressive~ 
ness. lt is beguiling itself with the hope of turning back the wheel of history. 
| ‘litant circles headed by the rabid U.S. militarists “have set the goal of 
snmachievable, that is, to erect a barrier on the path of progressive 
in the world and » . recover the role of the disposers of the fate of the 
world. in terms of other nations, they think only in categories of domination 
.d force. For the sake of achieving their goals, the imperialists are ready for 


wthine, for adventurism and for wagering with the vital interests of mankind. 


. this peth of theirs the forces of socialism headed by the USSR, the world 
mmunist and workers movement and all peace-loving peoples stand as a mighty bar- 
ier. retenders for world rule ane »rimarily the United States direct their 
rrow Linst these forces and primariiy against the nations of the socialist com 


They do not disdain any means, including the dirtiest. At the 26th CPSU 
ess, mrade L. Il. Brezhnev said that the imperialists and their henchmen are 


tir ‘gainst the socialist nations with ever-greater refinement and perfidious- 

» the stematically conduct hostile campaigns against them and placken and 

stort everything occurring in these states.” For example, in the United States 

nas gone so “ar that slander, provocations, sabotage and terror have been ele- 
vated to the rank of a state policy. 
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undertaken the nest Big iie operation in publishing a pamphlet en- 
et Milita ry Might.” Its whole purpose “is to unleash a propaganda war 
ial t nations, t« ontinue to increase tension on the international 
; * the process of iimiting weapons in every possible way and further 
rdine to information in the newspaper CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, at present the 
Pentag trategists, in ignoring the lessons of history, are hatching far-reaching 
geressive pians in prepa.ing to wage simultaneousiy large and small wars in the 
most rent regions of the world ..-Particularly perfidious,” said Comrade 
r nev, in repliving to questions posed by the editors of the West German 
magazir SPIECEL, “are the arguements of rtain strategists and politicians in 
t yest on the admissability of a ‘limited’ nuclear war and the possibility of be- 
ing victorious in it."*“* In flying into a war-likxe rage, they have brazenly begun 
talk bout the possibilit f making nuclear strikes against military installa- 
t Soviet territory in the aim of disarming the USSR. Here is one such state- 
ts The United States would not st short of the use of military force, inciud- 
ir sclear weapons.” 
t pr Ee ft nited States is in fact openly conducting increased preparations 
for a war against the USSR and the nations of the sociaiist commonweaith. The 
nit tes has gained the permission of the NATO leadership to deploy a large 
grou “, more advanced missiles (cruise and Pershing-2) on the territory of a 


, it has begun series produc- 
impressively large-scaled 


aa UL s 
militar rs in direct proximity to the frontiers of the USSR and the frater- 
; rr “ various sorts of provocations. 


4 tense international situation, the Communist Party, the Soviet 
t, a sr people and their Armed Forces are closely watching the intrigues 
and are taking the necessary measures to properly rebuff the pre- 


r military adventures. 
r t question posed by a PRAVDA correspondent, L. I. Brezhnev firmly 
mot wait to use nuclear weapons: "...Only a person who has 
t suicide would start a nuciear war in the hope of emerging as the 
: matter what might the attacking side possessed, no matter what 


r tiating a nuclear war he chose, he would never achieve his goals. Re- 


hd inévitabdiy. 
r party is firm word. Behind it lie the constantly growing economic 
t ialist state, the fabulous strength and unbreakable unity of the 
t nd their battle tested and tempered Armed Forces. The aggressors 
r this The Soviet nation has repeatedly and convincingly demon- 
worid imperialism that it i ngerous to come against us with the sword 


t imperialism would not be imperialism if it did not strive for domination and did 
. “ . 7 
4 


rr li of plunder, violence and piracy. it is the constant source 
t i nd wars. The world had not vet succeeded in damping the conflagration 
worid War Il when the most aggressive U.S. forces began to hatch new military 
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unc Troops, the Air Defense Troops, the Air Forces, the Navy 
terms of organizational structure and technical support they 
needs. Their combat capability and readiness are on a high 
line of strengthening the defenses of the Soviet state and 
Forces is set by the Communist Party, its Central Committee 
the loval continuer of the cause of Lenin, the outstanding 
gure of modern times, the wise and tested leader and the in- 
stent tighter for peace and communism, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, 
nom the entire progressive world wiil celebrate this month. 
the CPSU in strengthening the nation's defense capability is 
ty anc dynamicness of international relations, by the broader 
the Armed Forces, by the strengthened military-political al- 
t states and by the growing significance of the moral and 
~ urse and outcome of modern wars As the scale of military 
mes more complex, the role of the CPSU in solving defense 
reases. This is due to the fact that the improving of the 
closely tied to our society's development and to its greater 
Sa ntinuous rise in the level of party leadership. Our 
ir present organizational structure, technical equipping and 
rv iabor intensi and differentiated training of the person- 
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re 


ion. lhey reauire constant attention 


he crucial role in elaborating the fundamental provasions 
ence, military doctrine and strategy, it also works out 
grams and principles of military organizational develop- 
f the army and navy, the paths of their development, 
is for training and indoctrinating the men. 


nizational deveiopment of the 
. ezhnev, the General Secretary of the CPSU 
rman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and 
. With his enormous capac or work, exceptional or- 
itical wisdom and capacity to find the key to the hearts 
has created a healthy, business-like atmosphere and makes 
strengthening the nation's defense capability. 
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ind government clearly realize that for full victory in 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: THE BATTLE OF MOSCOW 
Development of Strategy 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 


27 Nov 81) pp 16-22 


First of eight articles published under the heading “Forty Years After the Battle 
Moscow’ by Chiet of the Main Staff of the Ground Forces, Col Gen D. Grinkevich: 
[he Development of Strategy"] 


\Text] The Battle of Moscow (30 September 1941--20 April 1942) enriched the theory 
ind practice of Soviet military art and was an important stage in its development. 
The experience of the battle served largely as a basis in preparing and carrying out 
subsequent operations to defeat the Nazi hordes. A profound and thorough study of 
this battle helps in disclosing the significance and influence of it on the course 
ind outcome of the struggle on the Soviet-German Front and in World War II as a 
whole and provides an opportunity to deduce the necessary lessons for training the 
staffs and troops under present-day conditions. Here a special place is held by 

the questions of the development of Soviet military strategy. 


- 
r 
r 
~ 
r 


Sv the end of September 1941, that is, at the moment of the direct initiating of 

the Battle of Moscow, the military-political and strategic situation was particular- 
difficult for the Soviet state and its Armed Forces. The enemy, regardless of 

enormous losses, having recovered after the Smolensk Operation, resumed the drive 

to the east. The Nazi Army as before held the strategic initiative, it had superi- 

ority in men and equipment and maintained air supremacy. 


Atter the unsuccessful attempt to break through to the capital of our motherland 
without halting, the Nazi Command carried out a planned preparation for the offen- 
! t Moscow and this was to be a component part of the large autumn offen- 
sive on the Eastern Front. Its aim was to defeat during October the largest group- 
ings of our troops by a crushing, rapid attack on the most important Moscow sector. 
Combined with simultaneous offensive operations in the northwestern and southwest- 
ern strategic sectors of the Soviet-German Front, according to the plans of the 
Nazi Command, this was to lead to the capturing of the Soviet capital and ensure 
the victorious completion of the war against the USSR before the onset of winter. 


Sive agains 


However, these plans were not to come about. In this regard, clearly apparent is 
the superiority of Soviet military strategy which was based on the Marxist-Leninist 
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teachings about war and the army and in contrast to the enemy's adventuristic 
\rategy considered the constantly present factors for ensuring a victory in war, 
the actual situation and the potentials of the sides. 


me of the most important manifestations of the maturity of Soviet military strategy 
Jas the ; essful disclosure of the enemy's strategic plan at the outset of the 


On the eve of the Great Patriotic War, Soviet military theory was not confronted 
with the problem of which method to prefer in conducting armed combat, that is, a 
stratezic offensive or the defensive. The view of the offensive as the main method 
of combat operations by which alone it was possible to achieve victory in an armed 
clash remained fixed. 

As for the organization and conduct of the defensive, during the prewar period these 
were viewed on an operational scale. Questions of strategic defense were not posed 
even on the theoretical level. It was assumed that the rifie troops in the first 
echelons of the covering armies and the fortified regions in the border districts 
together with the border troops would check the first enemy thrust while the mech- 
anized corps along with the rifle divisions in the second echelon, with air support, 
would make powerful counterstrikes and create favorable conditions for the going 
over of the Soviet troops to a decisive offensive. 


The capturing of Moscow and the nation's Central Industrial Area in the plan of the 
Nazi leadership was the main political and strategic aim of the war against the 
USSR. However, in prewar times the methods of achieving this were not so apparent 
while the ideas on the operational-strategic deployment of the Soviet Army along 
the Western Frontier were laid out on various assumptions. In particular it was 
assumed that the main forces would be in the Baltic and Western separate military 
districts. There was also the opinion that the main thrust by the Nazi Army would 
be eapected in the southwest and in accord with this the strongest Soviet troop 
vroup’ne was to be concentrated in the northwestern part of the Ukraine. 


with the outbreak of war it was clearly apparent that the main axis of the Nazi 
troop offensive was the western (Moscow). Its importance was determined by the fact 
‘hat it was the shortest route to the most important political, administrative and 
industrial center, that is, the capital of our state, Moscow. To a significant d- 


c 
in this strategic sector. But the Soviet troops at this time were scattered along a 
ront of more than 3,000 km and to a depth of 300-400 km. Under the pressure of a 
superior enemy they were forced, in suffering losses, to retreat into the interior 
the nation. 


n the developing situation, the Soviet High Command was forced to take a decision 
so over to the strategic defensive along the entire Soviet-German Front. On the 
stern (Moscow) strategic sector, in accord with this, during the days which pre- 
ded the Moscow Battle, construction was started on a deeply echeloned defense. 
the start of October 1941, and in the course of the gigantic battle on this sec- 
tor, lines and perimeters consisting of several defensive zones were created (b=hind 
the troops of the first strategic echelon). These were the defensive line for the 
hasie troop forces of the Reserve Front, the Rzhev-Vyaz ma Defensive Line, the 
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f ayvsk De‘ ensive Line as well as the Moscow Defensive Zone. Thus, a system of 
fertifications along a front 300-400 km wide and to a depth of up to 300 km was cre- 
ted the routes of the possible enemy offensive. Here from the very outset of 
ir, Headquarters Supreme High Command [Hq SHC] demanded that the commands of 
ront, in going over te the defensive, make extensive use of man-made obstacles 
in eer-designed impediments and build trenches, switch positions, pillboxes 
ious engineer-designed obstacles. The early creation of defensive lines and 
e pr cupying of 


pt ' them by the troops increased th trength of the defensive 
ind helped to cause serious losses to the enemy and undermined its offensive 


Nevertheless the Soviet troops were unable to repel the strong enemy strikes in the 
ue 


immediate operational depth. The Battle of Moscow showed that the strong enemy 
ault groupings could be worn down and stopped only by carrying out successive 


‘ ~ 
defensive operations. In the western sector these were the defensive operation of 
.e Western Front in the border zone, the Smolensk Battle and the Moscow Defensive 


f a defensive cperction by a group of fronts in the course of the Batti 
° new pin exon in Soviet prhtgrers Menten While at the outset of 
t war, i rd with the existing views, one defensive field force was to be de- 
ea Strategic axis and this force was to conduct a defensive operation 


even the Vyaz'ma Defensive Operation (2-13 October 1941) which de- 
nz a 700-km front involved the Western, Reserve and Bryansk fronts. 


icting the defensive operations on the immediate approaches to Moscow, 
i troops from the Western, Kalinin, the right wing of the Southwestern 
nts, air defense forces covering Moscow, the aviation of the Moscow Military 
rict and the aviation units from the SHC Reserve. Clearly organized cooperation 
tween all the fie'’d forces and formations contributed to the successful defense 


ittle of Moscow, Hq SHC showed great art and ability in organizing coopera- 
nly between the froncs involved in one strategic operation but also be- 
tr sroupings deployed in other sectors. During the period of the in- 
ensive engagements on the immediate approaches to Moscow, Soviet troops 
yer to active offensive operations in the area of Tikhvin and at Rostov. As 
sult the Nazi Command was unable to remove a single division from here for re- 
rcing its troops advancing on Moscow. The experience of organizing cocperation 
een the fronts and the strategic groupings in the aim of repelling a major enemy 


, 


irgely maintained its importance under present-day conditions. 


+ military theoretical thought, in responding actively to events in World War II 
rticularly considering the experience of the combat operations which developed 
jet-German Front, in a short period of time with sufficient fullness was 
t lefine their characteristic traits, to concretize them and provide further 


- . . 
tne hile’ r oncepts Ol military art. 


Moscow) strategic sector which 


J m 4 . , ‘ Ct ic y* stern \ 
ised around one-fifth of the Soviet-German Front the basic grouping was 








ncentrated and this included 30 percert of the tank brigades fighting along the 
tire Soviet-CGerman Front. During the entire engagement such special a*tention 
was paid to the Moscow sector. 


The SHC reserves played a decisive role in the engagements around Moscow and these 
reserves were used for restoring a solid front and organizing defenses on new lines, 
for creating assault groupings and making strong counterstrikes as well as for 

strengthening the defensive groupings of the fronts fighting on the most dangerous 


In the Battle of Moscow the basic method for conducting the strategic 
defense was the combining of positional forms of combat operations to 


hold the major natural and man-made defensive lines as well as the 
it t political and economic centers with the great activity of 
the defending troops and the broad maneuvering of men and equipment 
between the strategic sectors or from the interior of the nation. The 


° 7 ad 


retiveonese of strategie defenses was manifested in the making of air and artillery 
trikes against the advancing enemy groupings, the carrying out of particular of- 
fensive operations and major counterstrikes against the enemy troops and the making 
‘f periodic attacks against the airfields, important economic and military objec- 
tives in the interior of the enemy-occupied territory. From the experience of the 
Battle of Moscow in the Great Patriotic War, the stubborn defense of the occupied 
lines combined with counterstrikes and small-scale offensive operations was the 
basic method of conducting defensive operations. 


tle of Moscow an active defense reduced the momentum of advance of the 
enemy groupings in October-November to 2.5-3 km per day (in comparison with 30-20 km 
during the first weexs of the war), it ensured the prompt moving up and strengthen- 
ing of our troops on the new lines, the wearing down of the enemy and the creating 
ot necessary conditions for further carrying out combat operations. 


; * bomber aviation by the belligerents led to the conclusion that 
-ia7 to organize a reliable system of air defense to the entire depth 
| » bomber operattome. The organization of air defense was based 
the idea of a point coverage of installations by antiaircraft artillery and 
tion whilks troops would be covered directly in their battle formations. The 
experien f organizing and conducting air defenses for Moscow confirmed the cor- 
t the ideas according to which air defense for a major strategic objec- 


troops fighting on the major axes should be organized according to the 
the massed emplovment of all air defense means. 


peincwm campatgn of 1941 enriched Soviet military art also in the combat 
f 2 n. Even on the eve of the war it was felt that aviation, as 
in Armed Service, could carry out major operational-strategic missions such as: 
ipport (cover) troop operations; tight against enemy operational reserves; disrupt 
‘ratesic regroupings; by strikes against military and industrial objectives to 
ine the enemy's economic might and disrupt its political and military control. 
\thoueh during the period of the war due to the shortage of forces and the imper- 


fection of the organizational structure it was difficult to mass the aviation, 
‘tempts were made to conduct independent air operations. 
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{c was ne air eratiol idaucted ob iC nv nthe very eve of the 

ttl Moscow involving some 460 aircraft the area of Yel‘nya. In the zone 
the Bryansk Front in the summe1 iS4. the air forces of several fronts and the 

long-range bomber aviation operated intiv. Thus, a start was made to actually 


ipplvy the principles of the massed employment of the air force. In October the 
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ic offensive operation by the three fronts in close cooper- 
Lom with the aviation and the air defense resources of the Moscow Zone. The 
: * | to the Western Front as it was to defeat the strongest 


. - r s ai —>- 
The Pianning ond all preparatory measures were carried out during the period of re- 
peiline the Nazi offensive, in a short period of time and without operational 
mauses. At the same time, this was typical for the organization of a counteroffen- 
sive. ihe plan tor the strategic operation envisaged the following: by strikes of 


the troops on the right and left wings of the Western Front in cooperation with the 
r ing of the Kalinin Front and the right wing of the Southwestern 
Fromt, to crush the enemy assault groupings endeavoring to seize Moscow from the 
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north and south, to throw back the Nazis to the west and subsequently defeat the 
entire Army Group Center. The operation involved virtually all the aviation which 
had been neentrated by this time on the western sector (the aviation of the Mos- 
cow Defensive Zone, the air defense fighter corps, the reserve air groupings of 

SHC anc the long-range bomber aviation). 


western Front made the main thrust. Headquarters transferred to it from its 

v ' irst Assault, 10th and 20th armies. In addition, it was reinforced by 
nine rifle divisions and two cavalry divisions, by eight rifle brigades and six 
tan« brigades. Up to 80 percent of the aviation concentrated around Moscow was as- 
Signec to its support. ¢ 


During the 25-30 days of the counteroffensive, the Soviet troops crushed the enemy 
‘lank eroupings and threw them 100-250 km back from Moscow, and by 20 April 1942, 
250-350 «m. As a result, the threat to the capital had been eliminated and Moscow, 
Kalininskaya, Tul’skaya, Ryazanskaya and a part of Smolenskaya and Orlovskaya 
biasts had heen liberated. For the first time in World War II the enemy had suf- 
fered a maior defeat. This was a fundamental turning point in ihe course of the war. 
iet troops, in going over to the counteroffensive, broke the enemy's stra- 
i mitiative and altered the course of events in the winter of 1941-1942 in 


mteroffensive in terms of the scale, the number of involved fronts 


iture of combat operations was the first strategic offensive operation by 
es Let troops in the Great Patriotic War. 
n which served the further development of military art were that for 


ess of the counteroffensive it was essential to concentrate the efforts of 
‘romts and to make several coordinated thrusts in a broad zone against 
enemy assault groupings. For the first time the going over to the counter- 
tfensive was carried out without operational pauses by troops which were not 
erior personnel and equipment even on the axes of the main thrust. The choice 
ot for going over to the counteroffensive and the correct assessment of 
ituation showed the increased leadership talent of the Soviet military 
‘ompt and concealed concentration and the training of strategic re- 
‘scow sector in November-December 1941 and their massed and central- 
red e for carrying out the main tasks made it possible to achieve the goals of 
strategic operation. 
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FOOTNOTES 
L. 1. Brezhnev, “Malaya Zemlya,” Moscow, Politizdat, 1980, p 24. 


“Istoriva vtoroy mirovoy voyny 1939-1945 g." [The History of World War II of 
1945], Vol 4, Vovenizdat, 1975, p 261. 
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Development of Operational Art 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 23-29 


[Article by Professor, Col Gen F. Gayvoronskiy, deputy chief of the Military 
Acacemy of the USSR Armed Forces General Staff imeni K. Ye. Voroshilov: "Develop- 
ment of Operational Art") 

‘lext. in the Battle of Moscow operational art also developed along with strategy. 
ihis article examines certain questions in the development of Soviet operational 
irt and, in particular, the improvement in operational defense, the organization 
and conduct of offensive operations and troop control and command. 


ine ou povement in operational defense occurred in the direction of increasing the 
depth o: the troop configuration and the engineer organization of the ground; by the 
intensification of fire (particularly antitank) and engineer-designed obstacles; by 
increased activity and maneuverability of the troops; by improving the methods of 


maintaining continuous cooperation among the men and equipment. 


Decisiveness and activeness lay at the basis of the goal and overall concept for the 
front-level defensive operations. Thus, the overall plan of the Western Front conm- 
mander, Col Gen I. S. Konev, in defending the Rzhev-Vyaz'ma line in September 194: 
envisaged the conduct of a stubborn and active defense to hold the tactical defen- 
eive zone and prepare for the maneuver of the army and front reserves for destroy- 

2 the advancing enemy.! This same front (the commander from 13 October was Arm 
wn G. K. Zhukov) in November, in defending the near-approaches to Moscow, along 


with stubborn active operations to hold each defensive position and line had the 


ission of checking the advance of the enemy tank groupings by decisive counter- 
(tacks and counterstrikes, by broad maneuvering of the resources and by air and 
‘rtililery strikes, to cause the enemy heavy losses and thereby to gain a es for con- 


~trating and deploying the reserves assigned for the counteroffensive. 


lefensive engagements provided experience in organizing the defenses on a new 

iavsk) line directly in the course of repelling the enemy offensive. From 

tober formations from the SHC Reserve began to be sent here as well as the 

os which had broken out of the encirclement. However, there were clearly in- 
lent resources for creating a solid defense and for this reason it was organ- 


the sectors over which the enemy assault groupings were advancing, that is: 
Volokolamsk, Mozhaysk, Maloyaroslavets and Kaluga.’ The troops concentrated 
ere were organized in four newly formed armies (16th, 5th, 43d and 49th) and these 


sumed the blow of the arriving enemy groupings. 
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ndit imited resources, the defense 
: rding to individual, most important sec- 
e, antitank points and areas. This proved 
s endeavored to break through the defenses 
re torced to halt the offensive. An enormous 
ss and steedfastness of the Soviet troops, 
ly among the rifle units and sub- 
irm and effective troop con- 
jefenses was subsequently employed in Stalin- 


. 

‘ 

() 

~ 
> 

=) 


other operations. 


ith an increased depth of the 
in the provided table the strength of the de- 
limited amount of resources and the broad 


seploy the operational field forces in a single 
r 


eserve consisting of three-five for- 


ese had suffered losses and were greatly below 


apons. in the armies, one or more rarely two 


vere assigned to the reserve (to the second 

km and along the front up to 40- 

t sufficiently strong. In November the 
iration but the reserves had become stronger. 
rn Front included six divisions which were 

nel and weapons as well as artillery units 

ce . majority of the armies were formed up 
ns in the second echelon, while some, for 


r nsisting of three cavalry divisions.” 
reserves made it possible to increase the 


40-50 and more kilometers. 


r sectors reached 60-80 km. The 
the ground was also increased and the quality 
ictures and obstacles were also im- 

’ orepared one defensive zone consisting 

renches with machine gun nests, dugouts and 
November a second line was also built. This 
vidual sectors which intersected the basic 
perational sector. 


he engineer organization of the tactical de- 


es began to be interconnected, forming trenches 


itions of the squads, platoons and companies 
reas. For example, the equipping of the 
livisions of the 5th Army on the Mozhaysk 

trenches made it possible for them to more 


ns at Moscow showed the advisability of 
tem ol mmunications trenches which 
vered position for the troops but also 
nd equipment both along the front and in depth. 








the tollowing years of the war, a system of trenches, as the basis for the 
eogineer organization of the positions, was widely developed not only in organizing 
t fenses but also in preparing the jump-off positions for an offensive under 


ne ce 
conditions of direct contact with the enenyv. 
The increased depth in the operational configuration of the troops and the improved 
engineer organization of the ground significantly increased the stability and in- 
passability of the defenses. 


Tne basic directions in the development of antitank defenses were an increase in 
their depth and the more effective use of weapons for countering enemy tanks (artil- 
lery of all calibers, tanks, man-made obstacles and infantry antitank weapons). In 
Nctober the antitank defenses were organized chiefly on a tactical scale, while in 


November, on a tactical and operational up to a front, inclusively. This defense 
was based on the antitanh and engineer reserves (and in a number of divisions and 
armies on the mobile obstacle construction detachments) on the likely tank approach- 
es. mn the armies, from 3 to 6 antitank areas were organized and in the fronts frem 


19 «. 18 consisting of at least an artillery regiment each. 


the duct of defensive operations was characterized by a desire of the commanders 
ind the staffs to make army and front-level counterstrikes, to hit the advancing 
‘azi groupings with artillery and air power, to widely maneuver the men and equip- 
ment and employ the second echelons and reserves for increasing the depth of defense 


on the major sectors. The effectiveness of the counterstrikes gradually increased. 
rh he counterstrike of the Western Front of 3-4 October in the area of 
inst the basic forces of the enemy 9th Army and Third Tank Group 
did not lead to positive results, at the end of October counterstrikes by this same 
fromt in the area of Dimitrov, Krasnaya Polyana, Lobnya and at Kashira not only 
halted the enemy advance and threw it back to the west in individual sectors but 
the going over to a decisive counteroffensive. 


» 
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s “nole in the preparations for and in the course of defensive operations, the 
|lowine trends were most clearly apparent: the early preparation of the defensive 
ine od the occupying of them by the troops; the improving of the operational con- 
‘iguration by increasing its depth and by creating strong second echelons and re- 
serves; increasing the rele of antitank defenses and engineer organization of the 
grounc; concentrating the basic efforts of the defending troops in the sectors of 
the in enemy strikes; increasing the activeness and maneuverability of the de- 
tenses. These trends were developed in subsequent operations and have maintained 
tneir significance under present-day conditions. 
in the defensive operations, the methods of troop control were improved and this 
was expressed in the increased working precision of the staffs, in the more specific 
issuing of missions to the troops, in the improved control over the carrying out of 
the issued orders and in the improved organization of cooperation and all-round 
pport. The commander of the front (army) was the basic organizer of the operation. 
mn ta basis of his instructions, the staffs ensured that the adopted plan was car- 
ied t and they organized all-round support and control of the troops. Thus, 
ens G. K. Zhukov, K. K. Rokossovskiy, L. A. Govorov, I. G. Zakharkin and others 
* a personal part in the working out of the operations and provided direct and 
rete leadership of the troops in the course of their execution. 
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intliy. is was achievec by the integrated use of the telephone, telegraph and 
modi s of maunications (moto: nic.ies and motorcycies), mounted messengers 
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i fi iaison officers. In those instances when communications were temporarily 
s of the fronts. Dur- 
ing a iod cute Situations, the commander and staff of a front were directly 
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rovir< t ethods of defeating the strongest enemy groupings; the skillful choice 
¢ s of e main thrusts and the bold massing of men and equipment; the 

fensive; improving the methods 

ixing through enemy defenses as well as the employment of the branches of 

: peration and ntrol; the use of paratroopers for increasing the 
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rategi perations of groups of fronts. jiere the main thing was to 
jlecisiveness and results of mbat operations by the field forces. For 
Sive, the Western Front 
ited with the task of defeating the strongest and most dangerous enemy 
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ng up i reserves, create a strong ceftense anc win air supremacy. 
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rience, th perations began to be nducted with a more decisive goal 
r t r t ness. 
r essftul counter nsive was its ncealed prepara- 
irpri goi rtot ffes e. This was of exceptional signif- 
. $s ider t is en none of the three fronts in going 
: ive { sed jperiority over the enemy. Moreover our 
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ize the moment when its troops are scattered,"° and in our specific 
re the enemy could organize a strong defense. The command of the frents 
armies made skillful use of surprise in committing the new forces to the 


nt, in choosing the time for going over to decisive offensive operations, in 


--* 
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ing the place for making the attacks and in determining the methods of combat 


ns. Subsequently this experience was widely employed in the ‘talingrizd 
he operations of 1943-1945. 


ffensive and in t 
scow offensive, the fronts and armies with a single-echelon (the armies 

s had also second echelons) configuration made several attacks: the main 
ne or two auxiliary ones. In December 1941, when the eremy still had not 


et reate a strong defense, this method produced positive results, the 


‘ferec great losses and was forced to retreat. In January 1942, when the 


ere able to bring up reserves and organize a defense, the Soviet troops, in 


ntinuously, sufiered high iosses and, having used up the reserves, were 
seakened. An offensive along several axes led to a scattering of the 


to a weakening of the assault groupings and to a reduced momentum of ad- 
f the main thrusts for the fronts were determined by Hq SHC and for the 
front. These strikes were made against the most vulnerable places in 


ind in sectors having crucial significance for defeating the main 
(the Western Front in December 1941). This was typical for a major- 


erations. In the ccurse of an offensive for destroying the enemy group- 
Moscow, extensive use was made of the method of splitting, cutting up 


wentiy destroying these groupings. 


methods e] rated by combat practice for defeating the enemy and the 
e of the axes of the main thrusts have maintained their importance 

\t-davy conditions. However, at present it is essential to consider the 

s and the nw qualities of the troops which can make fundamental changes 


process of organizing and conducting the operations. 


preparation of offensive opera*ions, the commanders and staffs of the field 


stered the art of massing the resources on the crucial sectors. This was 

riv cructal in January 1942 when the troops were forced to break through a 
fense. While on an average the operational artillery density in the of- 

erations was 10 and more guns and mortars per kilometer of front, in the 

the main thrusts this was increased up to 35-40 and in January 1942, even 
weakening the secondary sectors the commanders endeavored to increase the 
jensities along the axes of the main thrusts (see the table). 
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erience of organizing and carrving out the breakthrough of a defense was first 


scow Battle. Its successful outcome was the result of dependable 
tion of the enemy defenses, the massing of men and equipment on the 

tors and the able use of mobile troops, mainly cavalry formations, for 
the breakthrough in depth and in the second echelons and reserves toward 
i method was emplcyed in January 1942 on the Lama River by the 
20th, ist Assault and 16th armies of the Western Front. Only the 


re powerful mobile (tank) formations, poor artillery and air support for 
ps in depth, large interruptions in supplying ammunition to the troops and 








Table 


Scope of Army Operations and Operational Troop Density 
in Battle of Moscow* 
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* See B. I. Nevzorov, “Razvitiye sovetskogo voyennogo iskusstva 
v pervom periode Velikoy Otechestvennoy Voyny™ [The Develop- 
ment of Soviet Military Art in the First Period of the Great 
Patriotic War], Moscow, Publication of the Military Academy 
imeni M. V. Frunze, 1978, pp 20-21, 32. 





** The scope of operations. The numerator gives the planned 
and the denominator the actual. 


*** Operational density. The numerator shows in the zone of 
advance and the denominator in the breakthrough area. 


Key: 1--Time of operation; 2--Number of army; 3--Width of defensive 
(offensive) zone, km; 4--Depth of operational configuration 
(offensive), km; 5--Breakthrough area, km; 6--Duration, days; 
7--Kilometers per division; 8--CGuns and mortars (per km of 
front); 9--Tanks (per km of front); 10--Momentum of advance, 


7 


km per day. 


other shortcomings did not make it possible for the armies to achieve greater re- 
sults. It must be emphasized that the successful breakthrough of enemy defenses on 
the Lama River and subsequently was aided by carrying out the demands contained in 
the directive letter of Hq SHC of 10 January 1942.” This pointed out that for 
carrying out a breakthrough it was essential to create powerful assault groupings, 


24 








to replace the artillery softening up with an artillery offensive and to continuous- 
provide fire support for the infantry and the tanks until the complete crossing 


ot the enemy defenses. 


The principle of the massing of men and equipment in the sector of the main thrust 
became the most important one in ail the subsequent operations of the past war and 
undeubtediv was kept its significance under present-day conditions. 


An analysis of the offensive operations shows that for successfully breaking through 
an enemy defense it is essential not only to dependably neutralize the defense but 
also carry out the offensive at a rapid pace so that the enemy is unable to regroup 
its troops and organize a defense in depth; the breakthrough must be broadened to- 
ward the flanks; the enemy reserves must be prevented from reaching the breakthrough 
sectors; there must be dependable cover for the troops, particularly the main forces, 
against air strikes. Under present-day conditions, in an offensive employing con- 
ventional weapons, for a breakthrough it may also be necessary to involve large 
masses of artillery, aviation and tanks, to ensure the dependable neutralization of 
numerous antitank weapons and provide air cover including against strikes by gun- 
Ships. For inc~easing the momentum of advance and preventing the approach of enemy 
reserves to the breakthrough areas it is essential to make missile and air strikes 
over the entire depth of the area as well as widely employ paratroopers. The ex- 
perience of employing paratroopers in the Battle of Moscow showed the need for mak- 
ing the landing quickly in order not to lose the surprise factor, the enemy should 
be neutralized in the landing area and near it while reconnaissance must precisely 
establish the enemy resources in the landing area. 


Both on the defense and on the offense, troop control was improved. At the start of 
a counterotfensive missions were given, as a rule, to the armies and divisions for 

| or a maximum of 2 days. Under the conditions of rapid and abrupt changes in the 
situation (and this often led to a temporary disruption of communications), this 
method impeded the initiative of subor¢inate commanders. It was better to give the 
tormations their missions for several days with an orientation on the immediate mis- 
sions of the army (the 16th Army of Lt Gen K. K. Rokossovskiy). This made it pos- 
sible for the commanders to show initiative within the overall concept of the oper- 
ation even under the conditions of a temporary loss of contact with senior chiefs. 


in the aim of mairtaining strict secrecy, all secret orders and instructions were 
ordinarily transmitted to executors verbally. During the period of a regrouping and 


the takins up of the jump-off position by the troops, the use of radios was prohib- 
ited. in the staffs and headquarters all particularly important operational docu- 
ments, plans and calculations relating to the preparations for an operation were 
written out by hand. 
in a complicated and rapidly changing situation, there was the widespread practice 
f issuing brief battle orders which were transmitted over communications equipment 
weil as by the field liaison officers and messengers by aircraft, motor vehicles 


| motoreyeles. These orders were marked by their terseness and often were plotted 
1 map. Control was also exercised by personal conversations of the commanders 
chiefs of staff) over the telephone or telegraph, by the issuing of written in- 
structions as well as by brief trips to the command posts of the field forces, for- 
mations and units. 
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As a whoi2, Soviet operational art in the Battle of Moscow underwent further de- 
velopment. Many of its provisions were improved in subsequent operations. The ex- 
perience gained was used after the conclusion of the Great Patriotic War and remains 
pertinent under present-day conditions. 
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Development of Offensive Tactics 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 30-38 


[Article by Professor, Lt Gen V. Reznichenko, deputy chief of the Military Academy 
imeni M. V. Frunze, Honored Scientist of the RSFSR and Doctor of Military Sciences: 
"The Development of Offensive Combat Tactics"] 


'Text] The offensive period in the Battle of Moscow commenced, as Mar SU G. K. 
‘hukov has recalled, when the Nazi troops lost their offensive capability. Without 
being able to regroup for the defensive, they were forced to counter our thrust in 
unprepared positions. The going over of the Soviet Army from the defensive to a 
counteroffensive without an operational pause favored the making of surprise attacks 
but also complicated troop actions. The high losses, the low level of weapons and 
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quipment in the units and formations and the strong moral-psychological and physi- 

1 strain of the defensive battles substantially impeded the offensive. The Soviet 
troops went over to an offensive against an enemy which had 1.6-fold more tanks and 
1.4-fold more artillery. 


Such unusual conditions for an offensive provide rich material for studying the 
methods of going over to it with limited men and equipment and for conducting conm- 
bat operations during the day and at night. This is also of extremely important 
significance under present-day conditions. An analysis of troop operations in a 
counteroffensive (December 1941--beginning of January 1942) ard in a general offen- 
sive (January--April 1942) makes it possible to trace the changes in offensive con- 
bat tactics and disclose the trends of its development. 


he choiee of the axis of the main thrust and the massing of men and equipment on it 
were carried out differently although the commanders of the formations and units en- 
deavored to carry out the prewar theoretical recommendations on the making of the 
main thrust against the weakest point with the maximum possible number of men and 
equipment. But this was not always possible. Thus, in December 1941, often there 
was not time to carry out a regrouping of the troops. For example, the commander of 
the 50th Rifle Division, Maj Gen N. F. Lebedenko, during the dav of 10 December re- 
ceived the mission of giving up the defensive zone by 1900 hours and at 0600 hours 
of the following day by a surprise attack to break through the enemy defenses in the 
new zone. In this combat there was no clearly expressed axis for the main thrust. 
The overall densities of men and equipment per kilometer of front were low (see the 
table). And there was an even distribution of the resources along the front. Each 
rifle regiment, including the second echelon had an artillery infantry support group 
ynsisting of one battalion. 


But in January 1942, regardless of the fact that our units and formations suffered 
zreat losses and the enemy's defenses had become significantly stronger, the massing 
of men and equipment on the main sector was intensified. Thus, the 352d Rifle Divi- 


Sion by 3 January 1942 had only 90-125 men in each of the regiments, while the 
enemy's tactical densities per kilometer of front were: 1.i battalion, 22 guns and 
mortars and 6 tanks.* However, with the receiving of reinforcements by the forma- 
tion, 1.5 rifle battalions and 70 guns and mortars were concentrated on the main 
sector per kilometer of front (considering the supporting army long-range artillery 
group). One must also note the creative approach of the division commander, Col 


Yu. M. Prokof'vev, to the choice of the main thrust's axis, around Timonino to the 
north (see the diagram). 


The question of the massing of men and equipment began to be solved particularly 
cessfully with the receiving of the directive letter of Hq SHC of 10 January 1942 
i1ctions by assault groups and the organization of an artillery offensive and the 

rder of Hq SHC of 22 January 1942 on the combat employment of the tank units and 
tions. ‘The zones of advance for the divisions and regiments were reduced by 
-fold in the main sectors of an army offensive (as a rule, they became 2 and 1 km 
spectively). If the zones of advance were larger, the divisions were assigned 

‘-ecakthrough areas and this made it possible to increase the tactical densities of 
resources per kilometer of front up to 2-3 rifle battalions, 40-70 guns and 

rtars and up to 5 tanks. 
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— Gepth of the eombat miestons was also changed. While in December the rifle 
u.visions were given combat missions to defeat the opposing enemy and capture a 
line at a depth up to 15-20 km by the end of the first day and the capturing of a 
line to a depth of up to 6 km was given as the immediate mission (this was not al- 
ways set), in January these indicators were substantially lowered. The immediate 
mission for a division was set to a depth of 1-3 km and the further mission (by the 
end of the day) to 8 km. 


ihese changes were brought about by the improvement of enemy defenses in December 
1941. As a rule, the main zone was 5-6 km in depth and organized according to the 
principle of company strongpoints and battalion areas set up predominantly in popu- 
lation points. The strongpoints had a well developed network of trenches and a well 

anized tire plan. The spaces between them were covered by submachine gun sub- 
waite. by flanking and overlapping machine gun fire, by artillery, minefields and 
wire obstacles. Alternate firing positions were built for the machine guns, guns 
and mortars while a portion of the weapons was positioned on the backsides of hills. 
The battle formation of the units and formations was organized in two echelons. 


~~ 
. 


It was very difficult to break through such a defense which had a higher density of 
men and equipment per kilometer of front for certain indicators (for tanks) than did 
the advancing side and at first the formations and units did not carry out their 
combat missions in the counteroffensive. The momentum of advance rarely exceeded 
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there wis one other reason for the changes, namely the low strike force of the rifle 
divisions and regiments due to the limited amount of artillery, ammunition and the 
absence, alas not rarelv, of tanks. 


lnus, in the course of the offensive at Moscow there was a reduced depth in the 
missions of the units and formations but this must be viewed as a particular 
phenomenon caused by the specific conditions of the situation. Subdsequently, in 
keeping with the improved technical outfitting of the regiments and divisions and 
their greater strike force, the depth of the missions and the momentum cf advance 





Jne guest also note the following trend in assigning combat missions to the forma- 
tions. While in December these most often were not divided into particular ones 
which were to be carried out successively, in January this became the rule as the 
ivision's combat mission began to be divided into the immediate and subsequent (the 
day's mission). This was related both to the nature of enemy defenses and to the 
eoree of the disclosure of its installations by our intelligence. Analysis showed 
that the deeper the defenses and the greater the density of the men and equipment 
‘upying them and the higher the degree of discovering such defenses, the more 


bable the need and possibility of dividing the combat mission of a division and 
e Sormatione of the formattons and units were also improved. In December 
41, as a rule these were formed up in two echelons with the ‘enotenion of artillery 


infantry support groups for the number of regiments in the first echelon of the 
‘visions as well as sometimes a divisional long-range artillery group. For rein- 
‘oreine the formations with tanks, they formed a group of close support tanks. The 
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deep echeloning of the battle formations frequently was not caused by the situation 
as the enemy defenses were oi a fucal nature and were taken up hurriedly. Moreover, 
the echeloning impeded the massing of fire by the rifle subunits and units and weak- 
ened the force of the initial blow as often 8 of the 27 rifle companies fought in 
the division's first echelon. 


This was understood by wany formation and unit commanders. When, for example, the 
commander of the 33lst Rifle Division [sd] of the 20th Army, Maj Gen F. P. Koroi', 
received the mission to defeat the enemy in a strongly fortified enemy defensive 
center at Krasnaya Polyana, he, knowing that the enemy did not have reserves nearby, 
set the battle formation in a single echelon and determined the outcome of the en- 
gagement with a powerful initial strike. 


in the January and subsequent offensive operations, the formation commanders began 
to organize the battle formations more diversely and considering the specific situa- 
tion, to more clearly determine the grouping for making the main thrust and when 
necessary assigning forward detachments (the 50th sd of the 5th Army), special de- 
tachments for nighttime operations in the enemy rear (formations of the 10th Army), 
irtillery antitank reserves (the 82d Motorized Rifle Division of the 5th Army and 
the 413th sd of the 50th Army) as well as unique mobile obstacle construction de- 
cachments. The commander of the 352d sd, for example, in organizing the offensive, 
on 7 January 1941 ordered one combat engineer platoon with mines to be assigned to 
each regiment for repelling counterattacks by enemy tanks.~< 


The experience of the offensive at Moscow showed that with the going over to maneuv- 
ering actions, the forward detachments become a requisite element in a division's 
sattle formation. Most often they were a rifle or ski battalion. The cutting of 
the enemy's escape routes and the seizing of advantageous lines, objectives or cross- 


Ss 
the most characteristic tasks for them. in cooperating with the mobile 
the armies and with the paratroopers, they aisrupted enemy defenses, sowed 
t 


ings were 
™ <r : > 
ZrOUpS ‘ 


panic in i 


s ranks and created conditions for the encirclement and destruction of 


the enel Vv . 
| o, in the December offensive battles was employed, as a rule, on a cen- 
tralized basis by the divisional commanders who organized infantry support groups. 
[his restricted the possibilities of the regimental commanders and impeded the main- 
tinine of artillery cooperation with the infantry and tanks. The artillery soften- 


» up for an attack was carried out to a shallow depth in the form of a brief 10- or 
|5-minute intensive shelling while artillery support for an infantry and tank attack 
ind the supporting of them in depth were not planned at all. With low artillery 
iensities this did not ensure the dependable neutralization of the enemy defenses 
ind their breaking through was usually carried out slowly at a pace of 0.8-1 km per 


From January 1942, the artillery began to be used on a massed basis and its density 
per kilometer of breakthrough sector and the duration of the preparatory firing were 
increased. The troops moved from artillery softening up to an artillery offensive 
and from brief single actions by the artillery prior to the offensive to continuous 


support for the infantry and tank offensive to the entire depth of the enemy defenses. 
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Virtually in all armies for direct leying they began to employ the guns of not only 
he regimental and antitank artillery but also the divisional and sometimes army 
artillery. 
The advantages of the new system for employing the artillery in combat were appar- 
ent. This is clearly seen from comparing its utilization in the offensive, for 
example, of the 50th Rifle Division in December 1941 and the 352d Rifle Division of 
10-15 January 1942. While in the former instance the artillery was distributed 
evenly with a density of 7.2 gums per km of front, it was used on a decentralized 
basis and only a brief artillery softening up was planned (15 minutes) to a depth 
of 1 km, in the second it was massed with a density of 70 guns and mortars per 
kilometer of front, the artillery softening up for the attack was planned to be 90 
minutes long (five intense shellings with two spurious shifts of fire) to a depth 
ot 2-3 km, support for the attack was to employ the method of the successive concen- 
ion of fire to a depth of 1.5 km while the support for the infantry advance was 
e by concentrated fire upon request from the combined-arms commanders.* The 
ralization of the enemy and the cooperation of the artillery with the infantry 
he depth of the immediate mission were particularly well organized. The momen- 
tum of advance for the 352d Rifle Division was 2.5 km per hour, while the 50th 
Rifle Division advanced 3-fold more slowly and carried out the mission set for it 
; y of combat over a period of several days. 
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There is no doubt that such trends in the development of the combat employment of 
tillery at Moscow as its massing, the continuity of fire support, the increased 
le of direct laying and the creation of special artillery reserves for combating 

tanks have maintained their importance under present-day conditions as well. 


J 


in a winter offensive encineer support was also of great significance. Due to the 
lack of equipment, engineer measures, as a rule, were carried out on a decentral- 
ized basis in @ee-fegiments and divisions. The combat engineer subunits conducted 
reconnaissance of the routes, they cleared the routes of advance, laid column tracks, 
built passageways through enemy minefields, snow-ice and other obstacles, they put 
crossings over rivers and ravines and made skis, sleds for mortars, toboggans 
r machine guns and artilleries and wooden triangles to clear the roads of snow. 


ffensive disclosed the need for increasing the engineer preparation of all the 
troops and the increased role of the engineer subunits in combating enemy tanks and 
in ensuring the boundary lines and flanks. In the Moscow Battle new engineer ele- 
ments in the divisional battle orders arose and these subsequently became the mo- 
bile obstacle construction detachments. 


. 
al 


men. “ tanxs. The offensive by our troops at Moscow started under 


jitions when not only the divisions but also the armies did not have tanks or 


! } : ; ne 

there were very few of them (30--50 units of armor).’ The only exception was the 
. a : . . is * 

sth Army which had 90 tanks and the 16th Army with 125 tanks.” Nevertheless the 


experience of their combat employment is largely instructive. 


the first place, there were confirmed the ever-growing importance of tanks in an 
engagement and an operation and the correctness of our prewar views on their massed 
ise for close intantry support in breaking through enemy defenses at a rapid pace 

for rapid operations in depth as part of an echelon for exploiting the success. 








secondly, combat experience showed that the best form for such ar echelon was the 

cile groups which were based on large tank and cavalry formations. Everyone 
knows the giorious combat deeds of the Il Guards Cavalry Corps under Maj Gen L. M. 
Dovator. Reinforced by the 20th and 22d Tank brigades and the 16th Guards Rocket 
Battalion, it, comprising the mobile group of the 5th Army, made a raid in the 
enemy rear and had a great impact on the defeat of the Istra enemy grouping. But 
what would nave happened to the mobile group without tanks when it met the enemy 
tank reserves far behind the lines! 


The experience of the Battle of Moscow is also instructive in the use of tanks as a 
means for reintorcing the rifle divisions where the tanks were employed not only 
for close support but also for independently carrying out tasks to break through 
the intermediate enemy defensive lines without a halt, for conducting pursuit and 
for actions in forward detachments. Remarkable examples of boldness, courage and 
initiative in carrying out such missions were demonstrated by the Tank Troops of the 
Sth lank Brigade of Col P. A. Rotmistrov and the 2lst Tank Brigade of Lt Col A. L. 
Lesovoy in surrounding and defeating the Klin enemy grouping; by the 3ist Tank Bri- 
gade of Col A. G. Kravchenko in liberating Solnechnogorsk and many, many others. 
The tants gave dynamicness and maneuverability to offensive combat and they were 
one of the most important means for carrying out the plans of the commanders tc en- 
ircie tne enemy. 


Of course, there were also shortcomings in the employment of tanks. The order of 


Hq SHC of 22 January i944 pointed to the basic ones, including: breaking up the 
tank un’ts into small subunits which did not make it possible to mass the tanks on 
the main sectors; the absence of close cooperation between the tanks, the infantry 
and artillery; the absence of tank escort weapons and poor reconnaissance of the 


, 
ind terrain in the sectors where the tank formations and units were to be com- 
mitted to an engagement. Due to the complete consideration and analysis of these 
in subsequent engagements the tank troops were employed more skillfully in battle 


” J - > : . 
imag an operation. 


- ofsvencive combat was characterized by decisiveness, by great dynamic- 
ness, bv troop operations along axes with intervals and exposed flanks, and by the 
f encircle and destroy the enemy in the course of breaking through the enemy 
lefens ind to develop the offensive. The enemy was defeated in this manner in 
the city of Mikhaylov by the 330th Rifle Division of Col G. D. Sokolov (6 December 


1941) in Kryvukovo (7-8 December) by the 8th Guards Rifle and 44th Cavalry divisions 
mmanders, Mat Gen V. A. Revyakin and Col P. F. Kukiin). 


An interesting decision was made by the commander of the 8th Guards Rifle Division 


; 


t» defeat the enemy in Kryukovo. The plan for combat envisaged a combination of 


the outflanking of the Kryukovo defensive center by the basic forces to the north- 
t and an attack by a portion of the forces from the front. The resources were 
Located in accord with this: with an average tactical density of 1.5 battalion, 
ind 20 guns and mortars and 3.3 tanks per kilometer of front while on the right 
mk two regiments echeloned in depth advanced in a front 1 km wide. Their actions 
rted by three artillery battalions and this made it possible to create a 
ensity oft up to 40 guns and mortars per kilometer of front here.’ 


33 





Nighttime combat operations were also widely employed on an offensive. Practice 
showed that with good preparations for a night attack, the probability of success 
increased while losses from fire were reduced. The night contributed to the con- 
ealed execution of the maneuver and to the rapid defeat of the defending enemy. 
Thus, on 7 December 1941, the 328th Rifle Division (commander, Col P. A. Yeremin) 
several times attacked the enemy strongpoint in Gemyachiy but was unsuccessful. The 
outflanking movement to the north and south undertaken with the onset of darkness 
produced a positive result as the enemy threatened with encirclement abandoned the 
village and retreated rapidly.° As a result of successful nighttime offensives 
such towns as Kryukovo, Mikhaylov, Tarusa, Bogoroditsk, Plavsk, Masal‘sk and others 
were liberated and the Nazi defensive lines running along the Protva, Nara, Upa and 
lava rivers were breached. 


area tor improving the methods of conducting an offensive was the ex- 
ter e of mobile groups, forward and special detachments in conducting night- 
time raiding operations in the enemy rear. Thus, the commander of the 10th Army, 

Lt Gen F. Il. Golikov, ord: red that each battalion, regiment and division have de- 
tachments of bold commanders and soldiers so as to penetrate the enemy rear at night, 
destroy enemy personnel and combat equipment, to harass it and spread panic. 


ihe above-mentioned groups and detachments together with the paratroopers which also 
sere employed for the first time in the Battie of Moscow provided experience for 

ne theory of combat and an operation in depth. Unfortunately, the limit- 
ed amount of weapons, equipment, tank formations, aviation and paratroopers at that 
time did not make it possible to fully utilize their intrinsic capabilities but the 
| i development trends in offensive combat opened up the paths to further in- 
proving the methods of conducting it and for develaping tactics. These have kept 
their importance for present-day conditions. Among the basic trends one should men- 
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wed nature of offensive combat in the direction of a continuous rise in 
vess of its goals and the increased role of the maneuver to surround the 
osic tactors determining such development of combat were: the in- 
re, strike and maneuvering capabilities of the troops and the increased 
tipping of the subunits, units and formations. 


sing of men and equipment on the main sector. Here there constantly was 
tre ' ncentrate weapons above all in the aim of securely neutralizing the 
2 rtillery and tanks first in the interests of increasing the strike force of 


i troops and for tapidly developing the tactical success into an opera- 


reased depth and duration of fire neutralization of the enemy. The brief 


tillery ftening up was replaced by an artillery offensive which ensured the re- 
ired preparatory firing for the attack and the continuous fire support for the 
fantry and tank offensive to the entire depth of the enemy defenses. The impor- 
e of aviation also increased in carrying out fire tasks, particularly in sujport- 
ing troops which were conducting fluid operations. 
+. The increased proportional amount, role and importance of fluid, maneuvering 
at operations during an offensive as well as a nighttime offensive. There was 


4 











2 trend toward the crossing of enemy defensive lines in depth and the crossing of 
iter obstacles without a halt. 

. The increased number of elements in a division's battle formaticn. In keeping 
ith the increase in the units of armor ia the enemy defenses, the artillery anti- 
an«x reserves and mobile obstacle construction detachments became permanent ele- 
ments in the battle formations of the combined-arms formations. 


6. The increased role in the forward detachments of the divisions in conducting 
fluid operations as one of the important factors in achieving a high momentum of 
advance. 


. the improved methods for conducting an offensive by the wider employment of avi- 
ation for troop support, the employment of forward and special detachments and the 
able use of the successful operations of army mobile groups and paratroopers. 


®. The increased direct dependence of an offensive engagement’s success upon the 
training level of the commanders and staffs. The lower this level the higher the 
level of control centralization there should be. 


These trends were developed in the subsequent periods of the Great Patriotic War. 
The skillful employment of them made it possible to carry out the combat missions 
more adroitiv and in the postwar times, with the introduction of new weapons, to 
more successfully elaborate new, more advanced methods for conducting offensive com- 
bat. In this lies their permanent importance for today. 


The Battle of Moscow was an outstanding period in the development of tactics and it, 


together with the other components of Soviet military art, made a marked contribu- 
tion to the winning of victory. 
This became possible due to the constant active and purposeful party political work 


whi indectrinated our men tr-a-sptrit of total dedication to the CPSU and the 
socialist rotherland, steadfastness and tenacity on the defensive and activeness 
ind decisiveness on the offensive. 


it would be difficult to overestimate that truly titanic work which was carried out 

2 all levels by the command, the political bodies, the party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions to instill confidence in the men that the armored hordes of Nazi troops which 

sad easilv rolled over the fields of Western Europe could not only be stopped but 


jcofeated. The personal example of the communists was one of the effective 

ros for mobilizing the troops to carry out such actions. Their steadfastness, 

rage and military skill strengthened morale and gave rise to mass heroism and 
reativity in carrving out the combat missions. 


rv at Moscow was achieved because the men and commanders quickly mastered 
silitarvy equipment which the motherland presented them, they mastered the 


winning and creatively approached the search for the best ways to carry 
: yat missions. These also are permanent factors which have kept their im- 
rtance under present-day conditions, too. 
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ct ctory in the Battie of Moscow was achieved in a struggle against a 
strong experienced enemy. The Communist Party, the Supreme High Command and 
the mand of the Soviet Air Forces, in considering the very difficult experience 
the r's outbreak and the conclusions of Soviet military science, did everything 
essary to dispel the myth of the invincibility of the Nazi Luftwaffe. The opera- 
tional art of the Air Forces and the tactics of the branches of our aviation in the 
Battle of Moscow were enriched by the actual struggle for air supremacy, by experi- 
nee in organizing and conducting effective air support for the ground troops and 
ration with them in defensive and offensive operations as well as improving the 


wnivational structure of the Air Forces and control of aviation on all levels. 


engagement at Moeeos, the Soviet VVS [Air Forces] conducted combat 

t operational-strategic situation along a front over 700 km 
rT? ffensive of the Nazi Army Group Center was supported by the second air 

fleet which in September 1941 had a fighting strength of 1,390 aircraft.* The VVS 


the Western, Reserve and Bryansk fronts defending the capital had around 520 
mbat aircraft. Upon a decision of Hq SHC, for reinforcing the VVS of the fronts, 
1 portion of forces of the VI Air Defense Fighter Air Corps, formations of the long- 


range bomber aviation and the VVS of the Moscow Military District were used. But 
even in this instance quantitative superiority was on the side of enemy aviation. 
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r the purpose of coordinating the operations of the VVS of the fronts, the long- 
ze bomber formations and the formations of the Moscow Defense Zone, under the 
mand of the Red Army VVS, a special leadership body was organized (an operations 
group) which from 2 October 1941 effectively directed the air efforts in the defen- 
ive ts. Thus, for eliminating the breakthrough of the Nazi 2d Tank Group 
in the zone of the Bryansk Front from the first days of October, Headquarters or- 
dered the involvement of five divisions of the DBA [long-range bomber aviation] 
-ommanders, Cols V. Ye. Baturin, M. Kh. Borisenko, A. M. Duboshin and A. Ye. 
lov Col Ye. F. Loginov), the VVS of the front (commander, Maj Gen Avn 
*. P. Polynin) and the just formed 6th Reserve Air Group (commander, Maj Gen Avn 
: The Soviet aviators operated actively and continuously attacking 
ind day the enemy tanks and motorized troops which had broken through and they 
recuced the momentum of its advance ensuring the gaining of time for the regrouping 
¢ SHC reserves and the occupying of new defensive lines. At the same time, 





for the purpose of ferrying troops and weapons of the I Guards Rifle Corps (com- 
" r, Ma UV. Lelyushenko) to the region of Mtsensk, the aviation of the 
| Air Fleet} and the DBA formations in 3 days delivered almost 5,500 men 
with ¢ ir weapons and around 13 tons of ammunition. 
th ‘ensive engagement developed, the enemy lost its superiority in the number 
t airecratt. This was aided primarily by the measures undertaken by Hq SHC and the 
wan f the ‘viet Army VVS to strengthen the air groupings as well as the effec- 
tive struzgie for air supremacy. Two long-range bomber divisions were shifted from 
the Transcaucasian Front and newly organized air units arrived from the nation's 
rear. tober, on the basis of the VVS of the Moscow Military District an air 
ip Was organized under the command of Col N. a. Sbytov. It provided significant 
lp to the troops of the 5th Army on the Mozhaysk Defensive Line. During this_ 
eriod nighttime air regiments were organized using PO-2, P-5 and P-Z aircraft.” 
iT se ft the defensive on the near approaches to Moscow, the aviation spent 
t percent of the sorties on destroying enemy troops on the battlefield and in 
Sear operational depth. Here the Soviet VVS carried out up to 80 percent of all 
the sorties in the zone of the Western Front which was playing the main role in the 
nses on the near approaches to Moscow. 
issed actions bv our aviation in the defensive operations were a characteristic 
it in the employment of the Soviet Army VVS in distinction to the initial period 
r. For attacking enemy troops, along with the front aviation, extensive 
’ je of the DBA and air defense fighter aviation. From i5 November 
‘he » December alone, the VI Air Defense Fighter Corps mounted around 2,000 


r ground attack actions (up to 21 percent of all the sorties). 


representatives of Headquarters and the VVS command devoted great attention to 
ag centralization and to improving the means and methods of control. 
ided an opportunity to maneuver the air forces on a broader scale over the 
~ t ring its control directly to the battlefield, to achieve cioser cooper- 
between the VVS and the ground troops, to correctly allocate forces ior the 
re ri f the operation and to carefully study and generalize the experience 
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In the course of the Battle of Moscow cooperation was improved between aviation and 
the ground troops. It became a rule for the commander of an air division or his 
deputy with an operations group to travel personally to the staff of a combined-arms 
field force and for liaison officers to visit the inferior staffs. The liaison of- 
ficers were entrusted with the following missions: to report to the division com 
mander on changes in the situation, to pass on requests, to observe the air actions 
of the sides, to help in identifying the types of aircraft and in camouflaging in- 
stallations against enemy air strikes and to carry out other questions. 


Checkpoints began to be organized. When necessary the aircraft were retargeted to 
other targets. 


Hq SHC organized cooperation between the front aviation, the DBA and the IA PVO 
[air defense fighter aviation]. The front aviation operated in the zone of its 
front while the DBA and the IA PVO were used chiefly in the interests of the West- 
ern Front troops. 


In the course of the detensive, Soviet aviation gained great experience i. repelling 
massed raids by enemy aviation. This demonstrated the need for close cooperation 
between the tronmt fighters and the air defense fighters as well as precise opera- 
tion of the system of detecting aircraft in the air and notifying our fighters of 


[he basic document which planned air combat operations was the combat order or com 
bat instruction for 24 hours, for a day or a sortie. When the front line had been 
stabilized, the Western Front VVS staff worked out the “Plan for the Combat Employ- 
ment of the Western Front VVS from 11 November 1941 in the Defensive Operation."* 


ne combat operations of the aviation were planned considering the possible axes of 
the enemv's offensive. The aviation was given specific missions and was assigned 
the men and equipment for carrying out each of them. Moreover, the plan for the 


4 
oyment of the VVS dealt with the questions of aviation control and coop- 
rat h the ground troops. The experience of such planning was further de- 
veloped in the subsequent operations of the Great Patriotic “ar. 


from 30 September through 31 October 1941, the Western Front VVS alone destroyed 
228 enemy aircraft including 120 shot down in air engagements. ~ 


In October and November, Hq SHC organized and carried out two air operations in the 
aim of defeating the Nazi air grouping. The VVS of five fronts and the DBA forma- 
tions were involved in the first lasting 8 days during the second 10 days of October. 
They, in operating along a broad front and to a great depth, made a series of massed 
and concentrated strikes against enemy airfields, destroying at least 500 aircraft.°® 
The VVS of four fronts and the DBA formations participated in the second air opera- 
tion lasting 4 days during the first 10 days of November; these forces destroyed 

lll aireraft at airfields and shot down 61 enemy aircraft in air engagements. 


Soviet aviation, along with the antiaircraft artillery, in defensive engagements 
destroyed 728 Nazi aircraft in the air and this significantly weakened the Nazi air 
grouping. The winning of operational supremacy in the air made it possible to con- 
centrate the basic efforts of the VVS on air support for the defending troops. Ali 
of this helped to increase the strategic stability of the front. 
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“Mar SU GC. K. Zhukov who commanded the Western Front in the Battle of Moscow, has 
written: “Due to the common efforts c. the front, long-range and air defense avia- 
tion, for the first time since the start of the Patriotic War, initiative in the 
air had been wrested from the enemy."® 


The VVS in the defensive engagements at Moscow, having made a total of over 51,000 
sorties, provided great help to the troops in holding the defensive positions and 
in making counterstrikes and counterattacks. 


the cowiteroffensive and in the period of the general offensive the basic mis- 

is of the VVS were: destroying enemy equipment and personnel in the tactical 

i, Maintaining air supremacy, dependably covering the advancing troops and pre- , 
enting the bringing up of fresh enemy forces to the battlefield. The counter- 

offensive involved the VVS of the Kalinin, Western and a portion of the VVS forces 

of the Southwestern fronts, the aviation of the Moscow Defense Zone, the VI Air De- 

fense Fighter Corps, two reserve air groups and the basic forces of the long-range 

bomber aviation. These numbered around 1,000 combat aircraft while the Nazis had 

over 600.7? The main role was assigned to the Western Front. Up to 80 percent of 

all the aviation concentrated in the area of Moscow was assigned for operations to 


its zone. 


? 
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fhe Soviet Army VVS Command used a larger share of the aircraft for making concen- 
trated strikes against enemy groupings to the north and northwest of Moscow and only 
200 aircraft against the troops on the left flank.*® "The strength of the Russians’ 
strike end the scope of this counteroffensive were such that they shook the front 

to a significant extent and almost led to an irrecoverable catastrophe,” wrote the 
Nazi general, K. Tippelskirch.?! 


The bisic efforts of the aviation were concentrated on supporting the troops ad- 
vancine along the main axes, and particularly against the northern enemy assault 


eroupinz and up to 70 percent of all the sorties were mounted here. Cooperation 
between the aviation and ground troops was organized on the level of the combined- 
imms army--air division (air group). For each day of the operation a combat plan- 


nine table was worked out and this gave the objectives of the strikes, the order of 
and the time of the air operations. The targets were designated in the com- 


bat orders and instructions using large-scale maps. 

For the operation a plan was elaborated for the airfield maneuvering of the aviation 
behind the advancing troops. Changes in the aviation rear bodies such as the cre- 
ation of airfield servicing battalions (BAO) and the elimination of air base head- 


quarters, increased its mobility and the effectiveness of its control. 


n the counteroffensive at Moscow the VVS gained experience in air support for air- 
rne operations. This was entrusted to the Western Front VVS and to a special de- 
chment of the GVF. Careful analysis of this experience considering the shortcom- 
ss made in the first drops of large airborne forces (the great length of time in 


e drop, the poor organization of reconnaissance and landing and the insufficient 
msideration of weather conditions) made it possible for the Soviet Army VVS and 
VDV Airborne Troops] Command to draw conclusions which determined the ways for im- 

‘roving the landing's operation. 
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The Sovis 
the enem 
offensive, our aviation mounted 10,150 sorties and as a total over the gen- 
ae pe: more than 49,000. As a result of conducting the offensive opera- 


a7 T 
i 


: 5A 
pointed 
" 


- 
rh) 4.2 
. 


% 
| and 
tf 
wo 


t VVS played an important role in d ting the enemy assault groupings. 
y suffered high losses in personnel and equipment. Over the period of the 


36 enemy aircraft were destroyed iu air engagements and on airfields, in- 
3 the course of the counteroffensive. The myth of the invincibility 
aviation was completely dispelled in the Battle of Moscow. 


ralized control of the VVS helped in their massed use. However, as was 

out by the commander of the Red Army VVS in the Directive of 25 January 

The use of the aviacion of the fronts, considering its limited number, at 

is being incorrectly carried out. The VVS commanders of the fronts, in- 
ffective massed employment of aviation on the main sectors against the 
ty objectives and groupings impeding the successful carrying out of the 

missions, have scattered the aviation means and efforts against numerous 


ives on all sectors of the front.... The massing of air operations by the 
anders of the fronts in the interests of the planned operations has been 


ut indecisively or has been totally lacking."?3 

tensive operations around Moscow, the VVS were restricted solely to the 

1ir softening up for the attack. As soon as the troops went over to 

sive, the aviation shifted its efforts in depth. For this reason there 

in its operations with the troops in terms of time and place and this had 

ve impact on the successful breaking through of enemy defenses. The ques- 
rganizing and implementing continuous support for the ground troops from 

to the entire depth of the operation were developed in the subsequent offen- 


srations of the Great Patriotic War, starting with the Stalingrad counter- 
ve where the aviation was employed in the form of an air offensive. 


‘ying out the mission of support for the advancing troops, the aviation was 


ind guided to the targets by air representatives who were sent out to the 
the armies operating in the main sectors. The methods of aviation target 


tion and the ie si gnating of friendly troops were not sufficiently perfect. 


of this there were flaws in the organization and maintaining of cooperation 
iwviation and the ground troops (the aviation did not always make strikes 
most important objectives, it little coordinated its operations with 
s and sometimes wasted its efforts). 


ensive operations at Moscow, Soviet aviation dependably maintained air 
. The destruction of enemy aviation in the air was the basic method of 
nostile aviation (75.3 percent of the aircraft were shot down in air en- 
Prompt support for the maneuver of fighter aviation units was of im- 
significance in the struggle to retain air supremacy. In the course of the 
ighter aviation fell behind and was forced to operate at maximum range 
imited its combat capabilities. Hq SHC in a directive of 22 January 1941 
"...along with the advance of our units to immediately occupy airfields 
the enemy as well as immediately rebase our fire aviation to these 


, _ : , : . : 1S 
lds with the assigning of two or three BAO."™* 


ence of the VVS combat operations showed that the dividing of aviation 
the presence of mixed air formations during that period 
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impeded the effective and massed use of it in the main sectors and for carrying out 
the Most important missions. The creation of reserve air groups as temporary field 
torces did not fully resolve the problem of the massed use of aviation. 


In the Battle of Moscow the forms and methods of the operational employment of the 
VVS underwent further development. The basic forms were joint operations with the 
field forces and formations of the other Armed Services and branches of troops, air 
operations to defeat the enemy air groupings, the combating of operational movements 
and reserves and VVS operations to support airborne operations. 


The tactics of the branches of aviation was also developed. The fighter aviation 
carried out the missions of covering troops and installations, of supporting the 
combat operations of other branches of aviation, ground attack operations against 
enemy troops, the combating of Nazi scouts and the conducting of air reconnaissance. 
Patrolling was the basic method of combat operations in covering the troops and in- 
Stallations. With a lack of a sufficient amount of radio equipment, sorties were 
made from a status of “airfield duty" or “one in the sky." 


in the Battle ot Moscow new fighter battle formations were created based upon two- 
aircratt elements. These pairs were combined into groups of four, six and eight 
tighters. Gradually it became a practice to have open battle formations and stack- 
ing. Group air engagements began to be conducted more and more frequently using 
horizontal and vertical maneuvers. 


Bomber cviation performed numerous various missions. The sparsity of front bomber 
imd ground attack aviation required the use of long-range bombers in the enemy tac- 
tical def ensiy re zone. The front bombers operated in groups of six-nine aircraft 
from level “light at altitudes of 1,000-2,500 m making a single run anc in rare in- 
Stances several. Concentrated strikes were also made. In the aim of achieving a 

yntinuous effect on the enemy in the offensive operations, the proportional amount 
of nishtttime operations increased in comparison with the defensive period and was 
10 percent ot all the sorties. 


On the basis of the combat experience of light motor aviation, in the Battle of 
Moscow a tront nighttime bomber aviation was organized and the questions of its conm- 
sat employment worked out. The positive experience of night bomber operations 

1ined in the skies of Moscow was used over the entire war. 


by the start of the counteroffensive, the ground attack aviation had increased some- 
what and its basic efforts were focused on attacking the Nazi troops and objectives 
on the battletield. The attack was made from low-level flight, from altitudes of 
m, by individual combat aircraft, by flights and more rarely in groups of 
six-nine IL-2 aircraft. During this period for the first time the ground attack 
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viatioa began to employ a “circle” battle formation for attacking mobile targets 
ind the method of a “combined" strike from altitudes of 800-1,000 m, when after 
trating the targets with machine guns and cannons, bombs were dropped and then the 
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me target was again covered with machine gun and cannon fire. In the offensive 

ittles around Moscow, the role and significance of ground attack aviation became 
particularly apparent as the most effective means for close support of the ground 
Croons. 
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As a result of the joint operations by the troops of the fronts and the aviation, 
the enemy assault groupings threatening Moscow were crushed. Here the enemy lost 
around 2,500 aircraft. 


The successes of the Soviet fliers were the result of their high flying and military 
skill, their heroism and wholehearted dedication to the Communist Party and mother- 
land. The party political work carried out in the air units and formations was a 
powerful means of ideological and political influence on the aviators and for indoc- 
trinating them in a spirit of dedication to the party and people. This work was 
carried out widely and had a concrete, purposeful nature. Its content was deter- 
mined by the party Central Committee Decrees. At the center of attention were the 
slogans: "We Will Defend Our Home Capital!" and “The Defeat of the Nazi Invaders 
Should Start at Moscow!" 


During the period of the heroic battle around Moscow, the Soviet aviation guard was 
born By special orders of the people's commissar of defense on 6 December 1941, 
6 a 


r regiments were transformed into guards units. For outstanding accomplish- 
n the struggle against the Nazi occupiers, as a total in the Battle of Moscow 
1ir regiments were changed into guards units (6 fighter, 5 bomber and l 


thousands of aviators were awarded orders and medals and 52 courageous fliers were 
»resented the high title of Hero of the Soviet Union. 


The experience of organizing and conducting VVS combat operations in the Battle of 
Moscow was of important significance for the further development of operational art 
ind tactics for the branches of aviation. The VVS gained experience in participat- 
ing in a strategic counteroffensive. It operated actively over the entire battle 
without pauses between its periods. 


the experience of the engagements disclosed an urgent need to improve the organiza- 

tional structure of the units and formations in the front and long-range bomber 
viation, that is, to convert the VVS of the fronts into air armies and the DBA 

inte long-range aviation and to organize uniform air corps as large highly maneuver- 

ible air reserves 

irrving out of these important tasks commanded great effort by the Party Cen- 

mictee and the Soviet government, the General Staff, the command, the mili- 


tary council ae staff of the VVS. A majority of the questions had already been 
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worked out at the start of 1942, they were reported to Hq SHC and actually began to 

be carried out. 

The experience of the combat employment of the VVS in the Battie of Moscow can be 
reatively emploved at present. Now the VVS, due to the constant concern of the 
ommunist Party and the Soviet government for strengthening the nation's defense 
ipabilityv, are outfitted with qualitatively new equipment. The combat aircraft 
ind helicopters in service in the VVS possess high flight and tactical performance, 


modern equipment and powerful missile and cannon weapons. 


fhe Seviet aviators, in carrying out the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and in 
relying on the experience acquired during the years of the last war, are steadily 
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mastering the new generation of airplanes and helicopters, they are improving their 
military skills, they are increasing vigilance and combat readiness in every pos- 
sible way and vigilantly guarding the air frontiers of our motherland. 
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Employment of Air Defense Forces 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 46-52 


[Article by Twice Hero of the Soviet Union, Mar Avm A. Koldunov, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Air Defense Troops and USSR Deputy Minister of Defense: “Combat Employment 
of Air Defense Forces"™] 


[Text] The Nazi Command on the Moscow axis had concentrated the strong Center army 
assault grouping which had the ultimate mission of capturing Moscow. The 2d Air 
Fleet had been assigned for its air support.* 


according to the plans of the Nazi Command, one of the missions of the 2d Air Fleet 
was to carry out an air offensive against Moscow in the aim of destroying it. By 
powerful bombing strikes on our state's capital, the Nazis planned to paralyze its 
life, canase serious damage to the Soviet economy, undermine the morale of the Soviet 
people and thereby achieve the rapid capture of Moscow and a victorious conclusion 
to the “blitzkrieg” against the USSR. 

he Air Defense Troops made a significant contribution to the victory of our troops 
at Moscow as they successfully defended our motherland's capital against air attack. 


T 
4 


From the very first davs of the treacherous attack on the USSR, Hitler demanded the 
quickest possible start of air bombing of Moscow. n 8 July 1941, at a meeting at 
Headquarters Hitler stated that he intended to wipe Moscow from the face of the 
earth.- For carrving out the air offensive against the Soviet capital, the command 
of the German Luftwaffe set up a special grouping consisting of the best bomber 
squadrons from the First, Second and Fourth Air fleets. Leadership of the air oper- 
rusted to the command of the Second Air Fleet which was operating on 
the Moscow strategic sector. 
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fhe Communist Party Central Committee and the Soviet government devoted constant at- 
tention to the questions of air defense for the nation as a whole and primarily the 

ipital of our motherland. A powerful air defense was organized for Moscow and this 
far surpassed in terms of strength and organization the defense of the capitals of 
the other belligerent capitalist states. 


Even during the first month of the Great Patriotic War the party Central Committee 
and the Soviet government had adopted additional measures to strengthen the Moscow 


iir defenses. According to a decree of the State Defense Committee [GKO] of 9 July 


i¥41 “on the air defenses of Moscow," in July the number of fighter regiments was 
more than tripled, several additional antiaircrait artillery regiments were organ- 
ized and the network of barrage balloon posts was aimost trebled. ? Fighter aviation 


received new, rather advanced high-speed fighters for those times such as the MIG-3, 
the LAGG-3 and YaK-1, while the antiaircraft artillery units were equipped with 
semiautomatic 85-mm cannons with the PUAZO-3 [AAFCE]. 


n July 1941, a command-staff exercise was conducted with the leadership of the 
eat importance for testing the readiness of 
the air defense system to repel the air raids. 


loscow Air Defense Zone. It was of er 








Moscow Air Defense Zone (commander, Maj Gen mM, S. Gromadin), in encompassing the 
‘tire Moscow Economic Region, included the I Air Defense Corps (commander, Maj Gen 
Art D. A. Zhuravlev) and the VI Fighter Air Corps (commander, Coi I. D. Klimov and 
from November 1941, Col A. I. Mitenkov) which directly covered Moscow as well as the 
alinin and Tuia Brigade Air Defense regions. In November 1941, the Moscow Air 
Defense Zone was turned into the Moscow Corps Region, and in April 1942, the Moscow 
Air Defense Front was created. 
ehen the enemy started massed air raids on Moscow, the troops directly covering our 
notheriand's capital had 602 fighter aircraft, 1,044 antiaircraft guns of medium 
ana small caliber, 336 antiaircraft machine guns, 618 searchlight stations, 124 bar- 
cage balloon posts, 8 radars and 612 VNOS [aircraft warning service] posts.* 


The Moscow air defenses were a classic example of defending a major center and in- 


dustrial area of our nation against air attack. This was based upon a decision to 
create 1ll-round, deeply echeloned defense with the reinforcing of it on the most 
fangerous sectors (northwestern, western and southwestern) with close cooperation of 


the fighter aviation, antiaircraft artillery, antiaircraft searchlights and barrage 
balloons. The total depth of the Moscow Air Defense Zone reached 250 km and this 
made it possible to detect and meet the air enemy with fighter forces at the distant 
approaches to the capital and to subsequently increase the efforts to defeat it. 

The tighter air regiments were iocated at airfields around the capital in a radius 
up to 100-120 km. After the first major raids, in the aim of broadening the zone 
of tighter operations, a portion of the regiments was shifted to airfields located 
up to 20) km to the west of Moscow. 


of 


The direct approaches to the capital at a depth of up to 32 km from its center were 

vered by medium-caliber antiaircraft artillery. A larger portion of the small- 
caliber antiaircraft artillery and the antiaircraft machine guns (up to 60-70 per- 
cent) were used to reinforce the air defenses of the Kremlin, stations, power plants 
ind other objectives inside the city. Up to 30-40 percent of these weapons were as- 
signed to cover the fighter airfields, the battle formations of the medium-caliber 
antiaircraft artillery and the antiaircraft searchlights, the locks on the Moscow- 
‘olga Canal and other important installations outside the city limits. 


iim of strengthening the defenses of the city center, a barrage bailoon zone 
created in a radius of 5-6 km from the Kremlin while along the western and 
uuthern outskirts of the city there was a barrage balloon zone some 2-4 km deep. 
ic VNOS units around Moscow formed two circular warning zones and a solid observa- 
tion tield. The first zone ran 200-250 km from the capital and the second 50-60 km 
ynehind the first. The line of the solid observation field was 100-125 km from the 


enter of the capital. In the Rzhev-Vyaz'ma area a radar detection zone was organ- 


r supporting nighttime fighter operations on the approaches to Moscow by the start 
‘he massed enemy air raids, six searchlight fields (SPP) were created each 
km in size, the first line of which was 70 km from the city center. By 

her 1941, a solid ring of SPP had already been created around the city. 


Cad a 


trol over the combat operations of all the air defense troops defending the capi- 
“as basically carried out on a centralized basis by the commander of the I Air 








at the command post of whom was also the command post of the VI 
orps. Decentralized control over the combat of the air defense units 
s occurred only in defending individual objectives outside the city 

imits (airfields, pumping stations and so forth) and with the surprise appearance 
of an air enemy. A plan for the cooperation of the resources in the Moscow Air De- 
fense Zone was worked out jointly by the staffs of the fighter aviation and anti- 
2ircraft artillery ahead of time and was subsequently issued to all cooperating 
units. Telephone wire communications was the basic type of communications in the 
control system of the Moscow Air Defense Troops. Radio communications was widely 
used in the fighter aviation and the VNOS service and to a smaller degree in the 
antiaircraft artillery. The main mission of the air defense troops with the start 
of the Nazi air offensive against the capital and over the entire Battle of Moscow 
was to prevent the enemy air operations and ensure a normal life and activity in 
the city. Along with this the Moscow air defense troops provided an air cover for 
the troop groupings of the fronts and their lines of communications, reconnaissance 
of the ground enemy and the direct combating of enemy ground troops and primarily 
the tank groupings. They participated in the struggle for winning air supremacy and 
in the air support for the counteroffensive by the Soviet troops at Moscow in the 


e4 £ 7 4 7 7 
winter O71 1941-1942. 


The enemy air offensive which was preceded by a 3-week air reconnaissance of the 
Moscow air defense system started on 22 July and lasted 4.5 months, up to 5 December 


ne Moscow air defense troops had to fight the enemy aviation under unfavorable con- 

jitions, when it possessed numerical superiority over the Soviet Army VVS. This 

: it possible for the Nazi Command to concentrate a rather strong grouping for 
cking Moscow and to carry out systematic mass raids. The first of them involv- 

ing 250 bombers was successfully driven off. In October-November 1941, the raids 

were Signiticantly intensified. 


The conditions for the combat operations of the air defense units became abruptly 
more difficult with the approach of the front line to Moscow. The enemy, having 
shifted a portion of the forces to forward airfields, began to use fighter aviation 
to escort the bombers and to make several raids a day. Along with nighttime raids, 
the Nazis also commenced daytime ones. Moreover, special groups of airplanes were 
assigned to neutralize the air defense forces and seal off the airfields of our 
fighter aviation. At the same time the depth of the VNOS system was reduced in the 
capital's air defenses, a portion of the airfields had to be abandoned and indi- 
vidual tighter regiments shifted to the east of Moscow, and certain SPP to the west 

Moscow eliminated. In September 8 RUS-2 radars were deployed around the capital. 

uSs* f more advanced radars with greater detection range than the RUS-1 under 

thes: nditions was of important significance for providing the Moscow Air Defense 

mand with information on the air situation at the distant approaches. This 

ped i promptly taking a decision for the combat employment of the air defense 
troops and primarily for moving the fighter air forces to create superiority in the 
tor of enemy air operations. 


nse troops with the start of the Nazi air offensive and during the de- 
period during the Battle of Moscow success*‘ully carried out the main task 
ensuring normal activities in the frontline city. Over the entire period of this 
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ffensive (July-December 1941), the Nazi aviation undertook 122 raids involving 

.146 aircraft (only 229 broke through to the city, that is, a little more than 3 
percent).° At the same time the Moscow air defense units destroyed 952 enemy air- 
craft and hit over 130.° The plan for destroving our capital from the air as worked 
out by the Nazi Command was thwarted just as successfully as the plan to capture 
Moscow by the enemy ground troops. 


During the period of the defensive operations in the Battle of Moscow, along with 
repelling enemy air raids against our motherland's capital and providing an air 

over for the defending formations and units of the fronts as well as the installa- 
tions of the front and army rear services, a portion of the air defense forces was 
involved in fighting enemy infantry and tanks. Thus, from 2 through 10 October, 
four regiments from the VI Fighter Air Corps made strafing attacks against the enemy 
motorized units which had broken through in the area of Belyy, checking their ad- 
vance toward Rzhev. In the second half of November, this air corps also partici- 
pated in destroying the enemy grouping in the area of Klin, Turginovo. 


in carrving out the orders of Hq SHC of 12 October 1941, all antiaircraft batteries 
located to the west, southwest and south of Moscow were given the tasks not only of 
repelling the air enemy but also destroying enemy tank units and personnel which had 
broken through. Simultaneously 211 guns were assigned from the antiaircraft artil- 
lery of the I Air Defense Corps for the needs of Moscow antitank defenses.° The 
antiaircraft gunners of the Tula Brigade Air Defense Region were the first to en- 


gage the enemy tanks. During the night of 29 October 1941, the enemy, having en- 
counted stubborn resistance from the 732d Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment under 
the command of Maj M. T. Bondarenko and having lost several tanks, was forced to 
halt. On 39 October, the Nazis attacked four times in trying to take the town, but 
each time they were forced to retreat. Here the enemy suffered high losses in men 
and equipment. During the day of the memorable battle, the antiaircraft gunners de- 
troyed 26 enemy tanks anc much personnel. The men from the gun platoon of the 6th 


Antiaircraft Battery of Lt G. M. Volnyanskiy covered themselves in immortal glory 
during this battle. During the period of the November Nazi Offensive against Moscow, 
upon instructions of Hq SHC, the I Air Defense Corps created two special antiair- 
craft artillery groups designed to eliminate enemy tank groupings that had broken 

t of the abie and heroic actions of these groups, dangerous 
avthroughs by tank groupings were eliminated in the regions of Klin, Belyy Rast, 
tween the Moscow--Volga Canal and the Kiyaz'minskoye Reservoir. 


lie As a resul 


ti the going over of our troops to the counteroffensive at Moscow on 5-6 December 
| and with the development of the general offensive by the Soviet Army on the 

western sector, the activities of enemy aviation against Moscow declined sharply 

ince its basic forces were countering our advancing troops. This was caused by the 

ct also that by this time the Soviet VVS for the first time had won operational 

r supremacy over Moscow’ and this was significantly aided by the active operations 


the air defense troops. 


ler those conditions, the fighter air regiments of the VI Air Defense fighter 
were widely used to support the troop offensive of the Western Front. They 
tually carried out the missions of iront aviation, that is, they conducted re- 
aissance in the interests of the ground troops, they escorted bombers and ground 
ittack planes, they covered the troops on the battlefield and made strafing attacks 
‘ainst enemy troops and airfields. 
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in repelling the raids of enemy aviation, our fighter pilots also carried out mid- 
air rammings. The intrepid air fighter V. Talalikhin during the night of 7 August 
1941] made an air ramming without illumination of the target by searchlights. Two 
days later, the pilot, Communist A. Katrich won glory for himself by a high-altitude 
ramming (at an altitude of 8,000 m). The name of the courageous pilot, Hero of the 
Soviet Union 8. Kovzan, has become a symbol of glory and heroism. Maintaining con- 
trol in the most difficult situation, four times he employed a2 ramming and each 

time the iron will, skill and bravery of the Soviet flier brought him victory. 


The antiaircraft gunners also successfully routed the enemy. Im the battles to de- 
fend Moscow, the men of the Red Army's oldest 193d Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment 
(commander, Lt Col M. G. Kiknadze) distinguished themselves. This unit was covering 
the most crucial western sector. During July-December 1941, the regiment almost 
daily fought the Nazi aviation. During this time its batteries shot down 38 enemy 
aircraft. By an order of the people's commissar of defense of 7 November 1942, the 
regiment was turned irto a guards unit. 


The Battle of Moscow ended with a glorious victory of the Soviet Army over the Nazi 
invaders. In fighting in single formation witn its defenders, the men of the Moscow 
air defenses successfully carried out the set mission. As a total over the period 

f the war, the air defense troops defending Moscow and the objectives on the ap- 
proacnes to the city destroyed 1,305 aircraft, 450 tanks, around 5,000 motor ve- 
hicles, up to 50,000 enemy infantry as well as much diverse equipment and trans- 
port. * The motherland had high praise for the contribution of the Air Defense 
Troops to the achieving of victory at Moscow. For combat feats over 25,000 men re- 
ceived orders and medals of the USSR and 32 soldiers received the title of Hero of 
the Soviet Union.’+ Many formations and units were turned into guards ones. 


[he main result from the combat activities of the Moscow air defense troops was that 
they, in yperation with the VVS and the organic air defenses of the fronts, checked 
the enemy's air offensive against our capital, they protected it against destruc- 
tion from the air and ensured normal life and activity. The air defenses of the 


Soviet capital were insurmountable for the Nazi aviation. Moscow was the only capi- 


tal which during World War II did not suffer substantial damage from enemy air raids 
nd this was the most important and most convincing indicator of the effectiveness 
tS air ertenses. 
» experience of Moscow air defenses confirmed the correctness of the underlying 
orinciples for organizing the air defenses of large centers and industrial areas of 
nation as elaborated in the prewar period and undergoing further development in 
ne rse of combat operations. Proving fully effective were such major principles 
ensuring constant combat readiness of the troops, creating an all-round deeply 
heloned installation-local defense and the massing of men and equipment to protect 
rtant centers and strategic areas with close cooperation among all the branches 
ir de *ense troops. 
Ihe successful employment of the major air defense resources in the defense of Mos- 
cow was ensured by the unifying of them under a single command and by their central- 
ized control. Practice has convincingly shown that only unified command of all the 


air defense forces and primarily the fighter aviation and antiaircraft artillery 
(and now the antiaircraft missile troops) ensures their coordinated actions. And 
this is an important condition in the effective employment of the air defense troops 
in combating an air enemy. 
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¢d checking its air operations developed into a series of co- 
¢ battles which were unified by a unified plan. In terms of 
ved results anc the number of involved troops, they in es- 

< 


ginning to the rise of a new form of their operational employment, 
peration. The obtained combat experience in the air defense of 
r 


tant contribution to developing the tactics and operational art 

Troops and their successful operations in countering the Nazi 
urse of the following combat actions, the trends in the opera- 

of the Air Detense Troops became more clearly apparent. These 


aassing of men and equipment to carry out the main missions; the early 
y 


at employment of the air defense field forces following a single 


‘ing of operational-strategic missions to them; the active nature of 


ions to defeat the air enemy; the great spatial scope, great in- 

of the engagements and battles against the air enemy; the broad 
ver of the men and equipment within and between the field forces in 
trating efforts on the crucial sectors; the changeover to the broad, 
- air defense fighter aviation to cover areas, objectives and 


ization and implementation of operational cooperation between the 
ij with the combinec-arms itielid for on the questions of air 


ces 

; the broad use of operations groups of field force and 

for centralized control over the air defense groupings from the 
i 


cint execution of a combat mission in one area. 


the branches of the Air Defense iroops the specific procedures and 


tins mbat inherent to one or another branch of troops were inm- 
ne the properties and capabilities of its weapons. Here particu- 


ziven to the methods of actions for the given branch of troops in 
at in cooperation with the other branches. 


eral tactics of Air Defense Troops arose and underwent development. 


the questions of the integrated use of the various air defense re- 


reating a dependable system for covering installations. 


mine from the experience of Moscow's air defenses have not lost 


now. Their creative application under present-day conditions, when 
undamental changes in both the means of air attack and the means of 
positive influence on the development of the theory and practice 
ployment of the Air Defense Troops. These iessons help in 
ependable solutions to the present problems of air defense for the 
tions aad i.vup groupings, to more profoundly understand the de- 


ssses of military affairs and avoid mistakes already encountered in 


vement in the air attack weapons of the probable enemy, the deci- 
Administration to produce neutron weapons and the planned deploy- 

m-range American nuclear missiles and cruise missiles in direct 

frontiers of the USSR and the nations of the socialist commonwealth 

f a surprise attack by the imperialist aggressors even more acute. 
us, the men of the Air Defense Troops, the highest vigilance and 
-n combat readiness. 








Proceeding from the existing international situation, the Communist Party not for a 
single day overlooks the questions of strengthening the nation’s defense might and 
that of its Armed Forces including the Air Deiense Troops. Due to this their combat 
capabilities are continuously rising. 

Today's Air Defense Troops are qualitatively new troops. They are equipped with 
powerful and effective military equipment and weapons embodying the latest achieve- 
ments of modern scientific and technical progress. 


The men of the Air Defense Troops are fully determined by their military service to 
make a worthy contribution to carrying out the historic decisions of the 26th CPSU 
Congress. 


FOOTNOTES 
"Ist riva vtoroy mirovoy...," Vol 4, P 24. 
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‘Text! Sailors also fought heroically alongside the men of the Soviet Army in the 
Sattle of Moscow. In the most intense period the Western Front received six 
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separate naval rifie brigades (omsbr) and the ist Moscow Sailor Detachment which 
Sequentiy was changed to the 154th Naval Rifle Brigade. The 62d, 7lst and 84th 
Srigades were part of the ist Assault Army, the 64th was in the 20th Army while the 
/4th and 75th brigades were in the Moscow Defense Zone. The naval rifle brigades 
participated in the Liberation of many towns and villages in Moscow Oblast from the 
Nazi invaders. Also participating in the battles for Moscow was the 14th Separate 
Rocket Battalion (rocket artillery) under the command of Capt-Iit A. P. Moskvin. 


As a member of the military council of the Pacific Fleet during the years of the 
sTeat Patriotic War, 1 was well acquainted with the names of many Pacific Fleet 
Saiiors who i happened to lead to the front and I know their heroic feats (certain 
»9f the sailors are shown in photographs published in this issue [not reproduced]). 
Memories of them surged back with new strength after studying the archival materiais 
ind visiting the sights of the former battles in the Greater Moscow Area where I 
recentiv happened to visit with a group of war veterans. 


fasicaiiv the 64th omsbr (commander, Col I. M. Chistyakov and military commissar, 


Rez. Com. V. I. Tulinov) was organized from sailors of the Pacific Fleet and offi- 
t of the naval schools. This brigade arrived at the front on 25 Novenm- 
; in the area of Zagorsk, the brigade initially conducted defen- 
ittles as part of the troops of the 20th Army on the line of the settlements 
ernava, Sukharevo and Khlebnikovo, some 20 km long. its right flank was locat- 
ed in the immediate proximity of the Moscow--Volga Canal.+ In stubborn battles the 
r epelled several enemy attacks and held the positions. From 3 through 
3 Dec . towether with the 24th Tank Brigade, the naval infantrymen conducted 
fie tties tor the village of Belyy Rast located 35 km to the north of Moscow, 
| at the tore of the Rogachev and Dmitrov highway. The Nazis, in util- 
. ivantageous terrain conditions (the village was on an elevation), created 
str point here. in it they concentrated significant forces of infantry, tanks, 
Jurine these engagements the sailors and tank troops demonstrated high military 
ski vowed mass heroism. During the night of 6 December, the village of 
‘ was attacked by tank-mounted infantry consisting of a group of submachine 
ed by 3tin. m. G. O. Likhomanov. The naval infantrymen on 10 tanks, 
eutraiizec the enemy battle outposts, broke into the village and destroyed 
mor ’O Nazis. However the forces were far from equal and the planned offen- 
ive on lvyy Rast b ther subunits developed siowlv. For this reason the sailors 
wer to retreat but they constantiy counterattacked the enemy, wearing it 
wn, days iater in cooperation with the tank troops took the point fortified 
t corm. In the battles for this village many of them died the death 
the brave. Among the fallen were the chief of the brigade political section, 
m. OG. M. Smirnov, Btln. Com. G. 0. Likhomanov and others.¢ 
ith ¢ heration of the village of Belyy Rast, the otfensive continued. In pur- 
retreating toward Volokolamsk, the brigade in 13 days fought its way 
:, rating 30 population points and capturing 12 tanks, 43 guns, 141 motor 
cls i much other military equipment. 
20 December, the troops of the 20th Army, with the participation of sailors from 
t 64t rigade, liberated Volokolamsk, a major center of resistance in the enemy 
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defenses on the Lama River line. Particularly stubborn battles ensued for the vil- 
lage of lvanovskaya which changed hands twice. The Nazis were endeavoring to hold 
this population point at any price, as in the event of losing it the units of our 
64th Brigade would reach the rear of their Volokolamsk grouping. Here a heroic feat 
was committed by the naval artillerymen from the gun crew of Sgt A. A. Lobchenko. 
When the sailors had retaken the village, the enemy attacked them with tanks. The 
men of the crew brought up the weapon and with direct laying began to fire at the 
advance group consisting of four enemy tanks. Allowing the tanks to approach to a 
close distance, they hit two of them. But the gunner and ammunition handler were 
killed. Lobchenko, wounded by shrapnel, along with the loader G. I. Davletshin, 
continued the battle. They hit one other tank. Soon the loader fell and the ser- 
geant was alone at the gun. He himself loaded, aimed the gun and hit the fourth 
tank. The Nazi attack was checked but Lobchenko also perished. 


a 


In continuing the offensive along with other army units, the brigade was the first 
to cross the enemy defenses on the Lama River and in fierce battles captured the 
points of Vladychino and Timkovo. In the heavy battles for Timkovo, in repelling 
‘mi enemy counterattack, the military commissar of the brigade, Reg. Com. Vasiliy 
_vanovich Tulinov, died heroically. One of the founders of the brigade was no long- 
‘and he from the very first days of battle had always been among the personnel, 
iaring all the hardships of combat life with them. With his ardent word he was 
.e to inspire the sailors to a feat. On 25 December the brigade took up the de- 
nsive to the northwest of Gzhatsk. Over the period of the offensive, its fighters 
id destroved more than 2,000 enemy soldiers and officers and captured much equip-~- 


the exemplary carrying out of combat missions in the battles around Moscow, the 
64th Brigade received the Order of the Red Banner while its men were presented 
‘rders and medals for courage and valor. The brigade commander, Col I. M. Chist- 
ikov, received the Order of the Red Banner. ”* 


The men of the 62d omsbr (commander, Col V. M. Rogov and military commissar, Btln. 
‘om. D. 1. Besser) also fought the enemy courageously. This unit was basically man- 
ned by Pacific Fleet sailors. V. M. Rogov, prior to his departure to the front, had 


served on the fleet staff while D. 1. Besser was the formation's military commissar. 
I recall how constantly they requested to be sent to the front. Since the command 


. . ’ 
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rigades then being organized was chosen from the best prepared com- 
litical workers, their request was granted. 


ingers anu po 


ring the first days of December 1941, the brigade arrived in Zagorsk and on 


2 December became part of the lst Assault Army. Having crossed the Moscow--Volga 
inal, it came into contact with the enemy in the area to the west of the town of 
hlin. In the following battles, the personnel of the 64th omsbr cleared the Nazi 
invaders out of the rayon center of Lotoshino, the population points of Kruglovo, 


Shapkove, Karlovo and many others.° The Pacific Fleet sailors demonstrated courage 
ind heroism. We will give just two examples. 


the battles for the population point of Kruglovo, the company commander was 
verely wounded. He was replaced by the political leader of the first battalion 
F Xashnikov, a former Pacific Fleet sailor and secretary of a ship 


. . . 
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ol organization. lI recall that while in the fleet, Kashnikov wrote several 
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reports requesting to enlist in a naval infantry unit which was to be sent to the 
, 


ront. Finally his request was granted. In the very first battles the sailor dis- 
tinguished himself and was awarded the Order of the Red Banner for heroism, bravery 


and courage. He wrote to the fleet: “Dear Pacific Fleet Friends, I am justifying 
the honorable title of a man of the Red Army. If death blocks the way, i will ac- 
cept it. What is death in comparison with what we are fighting for! I accept it 
without fear, but first will do away with a score fascists. They are retreating 

but are resisting desparately. We are driving them and will drive them to a vic- 
torious end."° In the battle for Kruglovo, Kashnikov also fought heroically. Head- 
ing the company, he led it skillfully. The enemy was driven out of the village. 

ical leader was mortaliv wounded and died in the arms of the 


oO 


- 
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he battle for the population point of Maleyevo, the Komsomol member Nikolay 
yashov committed a heroic feat. The company of submachine gunners in which he 
red had broken into the village and engaged the enemv. Inhabitants informed 


sery 
Kudryashov that the Nazis were removing documents from the staff headquarters. The 
naval intantrymen rushed there, killed the sentry and threw grenades into the house. 


a 
Here he was severely wounded and captured by the enemy. They subjected the sailor 
to terrible torture in trying to learn the position of the brigade's uaits, its 
strength and weapons. Being unable to break the will of the hero, they executed him 
aud pushed him under the ice. During the nizght the local inhabitants in risking 
their lives recovered the body of N. F. Kudryashov and buried it.® 


The 62d omsbr fought its way 150 km, it liberated around 40 population points and 
defeatec 3 enemy regiments. Its combat operations were highly regarded. In a radio- 
gram from the commander of the lst Assault Army, Lt Gen V. 1. Kuznetsov, addressed 
to the brigade commander, Col V. M. Rogov, it was noted: “The supreme high command, 
having heard the report of the army military council on the army's combat operations, 
is requested that we forward to you congratulations for the good combat operations 
the brigade."”° The Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, M. I. 
Kalinin, at a meeting with the sailors hear Klin where they were temporarily sta- 
tioned said: “The sailors fought well at Moscow. I hope that you will also not 


7r 
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iesitate on the other fronts.... 


.-* 


Let us >brieftly take up the combat operations of the 7ist omsbr (commander, Col 

Ya. P. sverkhov and military commissar, Reg. Com. Ye. V. Bobrov). It was also 
hasi lv manned with Pacific Fleet sailors. On 27 November 1941, it arrived at an 
important sector of the front in the area of Yakhroma, where the Nazi troops were 
approaching the Moscow=--Volga Canal. The brigade participated in a counterstrike in 
this area and then in the general offensive of the Soviet troops. As a result of 
the fierce battles from 4 through 6 December 1941, the naval infantrymen occupied 


the population points of Yazykovo, Goncharovo, Borisovo and Sokol'niki which had 


_* . -* + 
been heavily fortified by the enemy. 


ije foureht stubbornly to take the village of Yazykovo in Dmitrovskiy Rayon 


the batt] reached the point of hand-to-hand combat. Regardless of the fact 
t my had created a strong system of multilayered firing to cover the ap- 
the village from anv direction, on 6 December by a decisive nighttime 
attack the lors finally took this important enemy strongpoint. In this battle 
the Nazis lost 600 soldiers and officers in killed alone, as well as 8 tanks, 7 
irmored vehicles and much other military equipment. '- 
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Lt G. I. Stulov distinguished himself in the battle for Yazykovo. Along with the 

i rymen, Sr Sn Borisov and Khudyakov, he unnoticed crawled up to an enemy gun 
ad been set up between houses and was firing along the street impeding the 
of the attackers. The bold men overcame the Nazi crew with grenades and 
using the captured gun opened fire against a gun turret with Nazi machine gunners 
inside. It took the courageous sailors several rounds to silence the enemy machine 
gun nest. Many such examples of heroism could be given. 
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From 7 through 10 December, in continuing the offensive and pursuing the broken up 
Nezi units, the men of the brigade occupied the villages of Andreykino, Khrabrovo, 
Vol’vevo and Timonovo. In the battles for these population points the sailors de- 
stroved around a regiment of enemy troops and captured much equipment. 


Not far from Solnechnogorsk is the village cf Timonovo. In 1941], it was an im- 
portant Nazi strongpoint on the approaches to the town. In the battle for Timonovo, 
the Pacific Fleet sailor, Capt Arkadiy Nikolayevich Golyako, died the death of a 
hero. At the head of a battalion he broke into the village. However, a group of 
enemy submachine gunners located in the cellar of a building blocked the advance of 
the head company in the battalion with their fire. Then Capt Golyako threw several 
zrenades in the cellar's window and destroyed the Nazis located there. But an enemy 
ouULLeT cCaugNn 


Advance, the village must be ours!" were the last words of the hero sailor. 


The men of the battalion took these words as a battle order. They occupied the vil- os 
lage. The enemy retreated to the west with heavy losses. }2 


From 10 through 15 December 1941, in continuing to fight its way forward toward 
Volokolamsk, the brigade liberated the population points of Subbotino, Kozino, 
Golovkovo, Muirtymvo and Shapkino. Then it took another 25 population points from 
the enemy and destroyed over two regiments and captured much equipment. From 15 
through 24 December, the units of the brigade occupied the population points of 
ilatovo, Baturovo, Vorotov, Kondratovo, Il'‘inskoye and Kuzyayevo and, coming out 
yn the line of the Lama River, dug in firmly on the approaches to the strongly for- 
tified Nazi lines. On 27 December 1941, by an order of the people's commissar of 
t Brigade was the first of the naval rifle formations to be turned 
Guards Rifle Brigade for the exemplary execution of combat missions. 


, 11-12 January 1942, the 2d Guards Rifle Brigade, in carrying out an order of the 
~mander of the lst Assault Army, went over to a decisive offensive, it crushed 


the enemy defenses, crossed the Lama River and liberated Sinel‘nikovo and Spas- 
Pomazkino. From 13 through 20 January, by fighting it captured the population 
points of Novinki, L'vovo, Belaya Kopan', Berkunovo, Yelizavetino, Novo-Nikol'skoye, 
Robli, Sobnive and reached Shakhovskaya Station.+? In operating as part of the lst 
Assault Army, the brigade in continuous battles fought 150 km and cleared 75 popu- 
lation points of the enemy. /* 
Let us also tell about the 84th omsbr (commander, Col V. A. Molev and military com 
missar, Rea. Com. S. A. Andreyev) which was basically manned by sailors from the 

fic Fleet, the Amur Flotilla and officer candidates from the naval schools. On 


25-27 November, the brigade unloaded in the town of Ryazhsk in Ryazanskaya Oblast 
mbat operations. During 26-28 November, the sailors participated 
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in the liberation of the town of Skopin where the enemy 5th Motorcycle Regiment was 
Jcteated. On 1 December the brigade was shifted to Zagorsk where it became part of 
the ist Assault Army. The sailors fought their way more than 180 km to the west. 

ring this time they liberated 35 population points from the Nazi invaders, they 
destroved over 4,000 soldiers and officers aad captured much equipment. }> 


The naval infantrymen conducted fierce battles to capture the key enemy positions on 
the near approaches to Klin. On 15 December, in the battles for the village of 
Borisoglebskoye, an enemy bullet cut down the courageous brigade commander Vasiliy 
Andrevevich Molev. The brigade was taken over by Maj Gen M. Ye. Kozyr’. On 
sl 


e e 
es completed its full liberation. 


The S4th omsbr nad a glorious campaign record. The combat log of the Ist Assault 
Army states: “Up to 1,000 enemy soldiers and officers were destroved in the region 
liberated by the sailors of the 84th osmbr in the villages of Pavel'tsevo and 
Petrakovskoye. The brigade captured 250 motor vehicles, 30 tanks, 21 guns, 150 
motorcycles, 50 machine guns, more than 100 km of telephone cable and much equi>- 
ment. in pursuing the enemy, it cleared the enemy out of the population point of 
Shirvaveva Sloboda and was the first to reach the Lama River. Here the artillery 
battalion of 76-mm guns under Maj S. I. Perepelitsa particularly distinguished it- 
self in destroving eight enemy batteries. For able actions in the most heavily for- 
tified sector of enemy defenses, the brigade commander, Maj Gen M. Ye. Kozyr’*, who 
eplaccd the fallen Col Molev, and the brigade's military commissar, Reg. Com. V. S. 
re commended by the commander G. K. Zhukov. More than 150 of the most 
shed naval infantrymen received governmental combat decorations." !® 


Soon thereafter the 84th omsbr was shirted to the Northwesterr Front where it took 
tive part in the battles to encircle the 16th German Arny. 


It remains to tell of the combat operations of the 75th omsbr (commander, Capt lst 
Rank Kk. D. Sukhiashvili and military commissar, Div. Com. A. A. Murav'yev). It was 
formed of sailors of the Black Sea Fleet, the Caspian Flotilla and officer candi- 
dates from the naval schools. Arriving in Lyublino on 18 December 1941, the brigade 


came under the commander of the Moscow Defense Zone as a Headquarters reserve. In 
the middle of January 1942, the brigade's units, together with troops from the lst 
Assault Army, broke through the enemy defenses on the Lama River line and reached 
Shakhovs*ava Station. In fighting as part of the II Guards Rifie Corps, the brigade 
Lliberatec scores of population points from the Nazi occupiers including the strong- 


points of Knyazevo, Filashkino, Kozlovo, Davydovo, Sychevo, Mikhalkino and others. 
Soon thereafter the brigade was trarsferred to the Northwestern Front where, in 
fighting as part of the same corps, it distinguished itself and in March 1942, was 
trans? ed into the 3d Guards Rifle Brigade. 


mander of the Il Guards Rifle Corps, Maj Gen A. I. Lizyukov, had high praise 


the activities of the sailor. He wrote: "The guards unit of Sukhiashvili den- 
strated such tenacity and stubbornness before which the glory of many famous 
feats of the guards of previous times pales."?’ In fighting for Moscow, the sailors 
provided substantial aid to the troops of the Western Front both in the period of 
the stubborn defensive and in the course of the decisive offensive. They liberated 
250 population points in Moscow Oblast and took a most active part in defeating the 
most danegerous enemy groupings which were breaking through toward Moscow. 
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In the Battle of Moscow, the sailors demonstrated high moral-combat qualities. They 
were steadfast on the defensive and intrepid and daring on the offensive. Their 
wholehearted bravery, boldness and disdain for death spread terror in the Nazis and 
evoked amazement in their brothers in arms. 


Mar SU G. K. Zhukov in his memoirs has written that the naval rifle brigades at 
Moscow covered themselves in combat glory and significantly contributed to the over- 
all success of the Soviet troops. /§ 


FOOTNOTES 
+ TsVMA [Central Naval Archives], folio 1, file 8839, sheet 14. 


- Along with visiting other battle sites near Moscow, our group of war veterans 
recently visited Belyy Rast too. In this village an obelisk has been set up in 
the memory of the fallen sailors and tank troops. On its marble plaque is the 
inscription: “Here are buried the soldiers, sailors, sergeants, petty officers 
and officers from the 64th Separate Naval Rifle Brigade and the 24th Tank Brigade 
who fell in the battles against the Nazi invaders in December 1941." Nearby lies 
a ship anchor brought from the shores of the Pacific Ocean. To the right of the 
fraternal grave a stone wall has been erected with a bas relief depicting the 
attacking sailors. It is a pleasure to note that here the memory of the valorous 
defenders of the motherland is kept sacred. The school children look after the 
grave carefully, they decorate it with flowers and take care of the plantings. 


> TsVMA, folio 3, file 34321, sheet 31. 
* Ibid.., file 34322, sheets 36-38. 
Ibid. , folio 243, file 34707, sheet 8. 


"Pis'ma tikhokeantsev-frontovikov" [Letters from the Pacific Fleet Combat Veter- 
ans!, Vladivostok, Izd-vo Boyevaya Vakhta, 1943, p lil. 


On the western edge of the village of Kruglovo, on a granite slab of a fraternal 
ive are inscribed the words: “Eternal memory for the heros soldiers of the 

62d Naval Brigade who fell in battles against the Nazi invaders for the libera- 
tion of Lotoshinskiy Ravon in 1941-1942." Here is buried the political leader of 
the brigade's first battalion, Nikolay Fedorovich Kashnikov who perished heroic- 
ally in combat. 


a 
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> TsVMA, folio 2566, inv. 5, file 2, sheet 247. 
ibid., folio 243, file 34716, sheet 335. 
SOVETSKIY FLOT, 5 April 1959. 
F. Ya. Lisitsyn, "V te groznyye gody" |During Those Terrible Years], Voyenizdat, 


1978, p 29. At present, in Yazykovo there is a fraternal grave in which rest the 
valorous sailors of the 7lst omsbr who fell in the battle for this village. 
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*< TsVMA, folio 243, file 34704, sheets 13-14. 
*- Ibid... sheets 13-16. 


+4 Ihid., folio 1, file 8839, sheet 34. After the defeat of the Nazis at Moscow, 


** 


the brigade was transferred to the Northwestern Front, to the area of Staraya 


Russa. in 2 months’ battles to defeat the 16th German Army, the sailors again 
demonstrated courage and valor. Many of them died a death of the brave. The 
brigade commander, Ya. P. Bezverkhov also perished heroically. 

‘> TsVMA, folio 1, file 8839, sheet 35. 

'® TsAMO SSSR, folio of the lst Assault Army, file 12, sheet 146. 

17 TsVMA, folio 243, file 3665, sheet 46. 

1S VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL, No 10, 1966, p 78. 


COPYRIGHT: “Voyenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal", 1981 


Logistical Support 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICEHSKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 60-66 


(|Article by Hero of the Soviet Union, Arm Gen S. Kurkutkin, deputy minister of de- 
fense and chief of the USSR Armed Forces Rear Services: "Rear Services Support of 
the ss” 


ct Th rees Rear Services, the rear bodies of the fronts and armies 

operated under exceptionally difficult conditions in the Battle of Moscow. With the 

yutbreax of war it became apparent that the cumbersome, numerous and poorly control- 
i the bodies of which were scattered at the center and on the 


4 ser es 

fronts dia not meet the requirements of modern warfare. In considering this, the 
GKO in August 1941, adopted a decision to reorganize the Red Army Rear. Painstaking 
work ¢ irry this out commenced at the center and on the spot. The Main Director- 
ite of the Red Army Rear Services was formed. The position of chief of the rear 
services was established at the center, on the fronts and in the armies and later 
ilso in the formations. The chiefs of the rear were given the rights of the deputy 


a 


mmander for the rear. A staff of the chief of the rear services was organized and 
later on staffs for the rear services of the armies and fronts. In the army and on 


the front thev began reorganizing the rear bodies and the entire system of logisti- 
| and medical support and the centralizing of the control of the rear. But it was 
t possible te do this quickly. It was essential not only to reorganize the rear 
fies but alse to continuously and completely suppiy the troops, that is, reorgan- 

ive, as thev say, on the move. This certainly was the main difficulty and a partic- 


Lar feature in the work of the rear services during the Battle of Moscow. 


The rear during that very difficult period was actually just coming into being and 
particular clarity and teamwork were required in sup»lying the troops with materiel. 
The command undertook decisive measures primarily to improve the army and organic 
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rear, to reorganize the rear units, subunits and facilities, to convert them to the 
new TOE, to deploy them rationally and echelon them in the defensive operations. 


in September, by the start of the defensive engagement at Moscow, by an order of the 
NKO [People's Commissariat of Defense], field army bases (PAB) were organized in the 
armies. These included 7 field dumps (instead of the 20 previously existing in the 
armies), a headquarters and a service company. In the fronts, in the place of sta- 
tionary dumps, field ones were deployed. All these organizational changes helped to 
make the rear services, both on the front and army levels, more maneuverable, movile 


and controliable. 


There were also certain particular features in the deployment of the rear in the 
Battle of Moscow. According to the prewar views, it was felt that the depth of the 
front and army rear areas could reach 600-800 km on the defensive with the army 
dumps deployed 150-200 km behind the front line and the front dumps some 450-600 kn. 
In the course of the defensive battles at Moscow, the depth of the army and front 
rear areas was greatly reduced. For example, in the l6th, 19th and 20th armies of 
the Western Front, the rear units and facilities were deployed at a depth up to 40- 
50 km.* The necessity arose of bringing not only the army but also the front rear 
units and facilities closer to the troops. This was caused both by the proximity of 
the capital to the front line as well as by the desire to ensure the readiness of 
the troops to go over to the offensive. 


Thus, the questions of organizing rear support which were solved in the course of 
the Battle of Moscow already basically met the existing operational and rear situa- 
tion. The rear bodies of the Western Front and armies, proceeding from the specific 
conditions and not fearing to depart from the old schemes and principles, largely 
solved the questions of organizing the rear services in a new manner thereby helping 
to carry out the combat missions set for the troops. 

the logietieal eupport of the troops an enormous role was played by the lines of 
sore citiome. It was not possible to utilize the railroads and highways with suf- 
efiectiveness due to their inconvenient placement for the Western Front. 

|\l vadiated from Moscow. There were no bypasses to the north and south of the 
city. In the course of the engagements which developed on the approaches to the 
capital, the need became apparent of creating a major rail and road ring around 
Moscow. A ring road some 125 km long was built during the period of the Battle of 
Moscow. Here around 30 km of it were built from scratch by the road units.* Thus, 
10 radial road and 11 rail lines converging on Moscow were interconnected. This en- 
sured the rapid and concealed maneuvering of troops and materiel as well as their 
passage to the front without entering the capital. 


Bu! in the Battle of Moscow had its particular features. Thus, many roads 
in the rear area of the Western Front were equipped and serviced by the resources of 


liq SHC. These roads, in connecting Moscow with the deep rear of the nation, ran 
through the rear areas of the front and the armies and reached the organic rear 
areas. As a result the road service of the front equipped and maintained on .y one 
military road (VAD) between Moscow and Kubinka with a further extension to Mozhaysk. 
the second half of January 1942, for supplying the troops on the left wing of the 
front a second VAD was equipped between Khanino, Peremyshl’, Babynino, Meshchovsk 


ind Mosal’sk. In the armies the VAD had just begun to be organized. In their 
majority the VAD were an extension of rail lines. 
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The constructioa and repair-reconstruction work on the VAD was carried out, as a 
tu.e, manually due to the exceptionaily little amount of equipment, particularly in 
winter in clearing show off the roads. This told on the rate of rebuilding the 
roads and the time for putting them into operation. Moreover, the lack of road 
units and subunits did not make it possible at that time to build and operate a 


sufficient network of VAD in the fronts, let alone in the armies. The then existing 
system of dual leadership of the roadwork (through the road section of the front and 
the Main Administration for Highways of the NKVD [People's Commissariat of Internal 


Afiairs,) did not help in rapidly solving the problems of road support. Considering 
this, the GKO undertook measures to reinforce the troops with road units. Thus, in 


December 1941, a decision was adopted to form 50 road battalions for the Western 
Front (due to the shortage of equipment and motor transport, in January 1942, the 
front received only 14 battalions), and somewhat later, ail the road units of the 
Main Administration for Highwavs of the NKVD by the Order of the NKO of 1 July 1942, 


were to be transferred to the system of Red Army road troops. The elimination of 
Para.ielism in the leadership helped to improve road support for the troops. 


The high momentum of advance for the troops under modern conditions, their increased 
need for materiel, the great traffic intensity on the VAD and the great scale of 
their possible destruction by the enemy demanded the creation of road units with 
road building equipment capable of successfully building, rebuilding and maintaining 
the VAD. 

As for the questions of logietical support and transport, one must first of all 


point it the broad use of materiel concentrated directly in Moscow. In the capital 
and the Greater Moscow Area there were not only the central dumps of the NKO, the 
depots and arsenals with the supplies of the state reserves but also there were many 
enterprises which produced defense products that could often go directly from the 
shops to the troops. tIhese were the basic source of troop supply since the enter- 
rises evacuated to the east still were unable to produce a sufficient quantity of 


The rapid advance of the enemy and the retreat of our troops into the interior of 
the nation, as is known, led to great losses of materiel. The situation of the 

| ¢ entire nation, became difficult. During those months the level of 
itput was the lowest. The supply of the Western Front armies with ammuni- 


tion the start of the defensive engagement at Moscow was below any standards. 
t the army and front dumps at that time there was just 0.2-0.3 units of fire for 
t he ic types of ammunition.*~ Under these conditions, the economic consumption of 


materiel assumed important significance. In the troops fixed limits were set for 
the consumption of ammunition and later also for fuel. Extensive work was done to 


return to the rear the used cartridges which were manufactured from expensive non- 
ferrous metals as wel] as the special wooden carrying boxes. Money prizes and other 
waterial and moral incentives were set for the collected cartridges, saved ammuni- 
fon, fuei or motor life. The measures adopted heiped in the course of the defen- 
ent not only to replenish current consumption but also to create signif- 
nt lies at the army and front dumps and the central bases. By the start of 
mt ‘fensive the troops of the Western Front had 2-3 units of fire for ammu- 
nition, 5-6 tuelings and 10-12 daily rations of food and fodder.” 














Hiq SHC and the commanders of the fronts and armies were constantly concerned with 
the logistical support of the troops, for the rational organization of the rear 
services and prompt supply. The commander of the Western Front, Arm Gen G. K. 
Zhukov, in the order of 22 December 1941, pointed out that without the clearly or- 
ganized operation of the rear services, the best operation could come to naught. 
In the order he demanded that the army headquarters for the rear services ensure 
dependable contact with the troops; that the divisions be supplied with motor and 
cart transport, in finding surplus vehicles in certain units and turning them over 
to others where there was a shortage; that they not permit violations in the con- 
sumption of ammunition, fuel and food and achieve the most rigid economy. Guilty 
parties were to be held responsible while the thrifty and careful should be com 
mended. The commander of the front recommended that the army military councils 
move their rear services echelon by echelon in accord with the advance of the army 
in the necessary instances air-dropping the sections of the army dumps. ° Subse- 
quently, the sections of the army dumps in the field--they later came to be called 
the torward sections of the field army base (GOPAB)--began to be widely used in the 


Oourse Of tne war. 


n trans t the troops received great help from the motor transport units of the 

¢ SHC Reserve. Some of them were located directly in Moscow or the Greater Moscow 
\rea and nstantly kept in their transport a mobile reserve of materiel such as 

ne scale of fire, one fueling, one daily ration of food per rifle division. As 
this reserve was used up the materiel was constantly replenished. 


fhe experience of creating a mobile reserve of materiel was widely used in all the 
subsequent operations of the Great Patriotic War and undoubtedly would be of impor- 
Significance under present-day conditions. 


At the front and army dumps there was at that time no mechanization for freight 
handling work. The loading (unloading) of materiel was carried out by hand. A 
great deal of time was used for this. Moreover, in addition to the TOE rear sub- 
inits, this work often involved work teams assigned to the commanders of the units 


> 
- 
ind formations from the compac subunits. 


cwmtion in the Battle of Moscow was low as the troops had comparatively 
le equipment, that is, aircraft, tanks, SAU [self-propelled artillery mount] and 
‘or vehicles. At the same time in Moscow and the Greater Moscow Area, there were 
irgze supplies of oil products at the various dumps of the NKO and the other 
people's commissariats. Moreover, fuel was delivered to the Moscow area from the 
Volga oil depots and from the Caucasus. For this reason there were no major inter- 
ruptio in tuel supply. For example, on 2 October 1941, supplies for the armies of 
Jestern Front were: 0.3-4.4 fuelings for gascline, 1.7-4.7 for diesel fuel and 
-8. r aviation gasoline.” In the course of the defensive engagement, fuel 
was promptly replenished and by the start of the counteroffensive there 
were ifficient supplies. For example, on the Western Front the fuel supplies would 
r a 35-40-dav operation of ground vehicles and 10-12-day operation of aviation. 
For thi reason in the course of the counteroffensive, fuei deliveries to the fronts 
rdinarii lid not cover its consumption. Fuel was supplied to the troops from the 
ies organized on the fronts. 


© was carried out basically without a halt. The situation 
s worse for fodder for the artillery, riding and draft horses. The local fodder 








supplies were not sufficient and the railroad due to its overburden with operational 
traffic could not deliver fodder, for example hay, due to the large bulk of this 
type of freight. 


with the onset of the winter cold, in the course of the heavy defensive engagements, 
the rest hence eervice was able to promptly replace the summer uniforms of the men with 
winter ores. The personnel of the operaticnal army received felt boots, three- 
quarter length sheepskin coats, padded jackets, loose breeches, fur caps with ear 
fiaps and warm undergarments. Regardless of the difficulties related to the evacua- 
tion of the textile enterprises, the nation fully supplied the army with clothing. 
The enterprises of Moscow and Moscow Oblast alone manufactured 487,000 padded 
breeches, 264,000 winter gloves, 21,000 padded jackets and many other items.” 


M. i. Kalinin, in speaking on 11 January 1942, before the party aktiv in the city 
of Kalinin said: "...QOur Red Army is excellentiy clothed and shod and is not badly 
fed. this is a fact known to the entire world that our nation has been able to 
cloth its army better than the Nazis. And in the balance of war this is of very 
great significance.”~ 


“or tie “eateqtl eervice the initial period of the war was very unfavorable. The 
medical units and facilities lost much personnel and equipment and by the start of 
the defensive engagement at Moscow were significantly below strength. In the hospi- 
tals, as a rule, there were not enough beds and medical evacuation transport. On 

2 November 1941, for example, the 5th Army had only four field hospitals with 800 
beds, the léth Army had two with 400 beds and the 33d Army had three with 600 beds. 


By the start of the counteroffensive, the situation had abruptiy changed. Due to 
the measures taken by the GKO to organize new hospitals and utilize the bed network 
of the People’s Commissariat of Public Nealth, the armies cf the Western Front al- 
ready had an average of 12,000 hospital beds and as a total for the front there were 
arounc 1,000 of them. ” 


Ihe medical service in the Battle of Moscow for the first time gained great experi- 
ence in operating in the course of a major engagement and many questions nad to be 
rescived mpletely in a new manner. For the first tine in a short period of time 


laree (for those times) hospital bases of the fronts were set up. Hospitals were 
also organized for the lightly wounded as well as convalescent teams. The practice 
started of moving up the army hospitals and these were subsequently named first-line 
hospitals while the basic forces of the medical service were concentrated in the 
sector of the main thrust by the front’s troops. 


fhe experience of the battles around Moscow suggested that in anticipation of an of- 


ensive the medical facilities should move up closer to the troops. This became the 
rule in all the subsequent operations of the Great Patriotic War. 
ing the Battle of Moscow a great deal of attention was devoted to the security 
fense of th ir unite and esubunite. This was organized chiefly with their 
wn forces. comet imes for the security of particularly important objectives or in 
escorting valuable cargo, the commanders of the units and formations assigned combat 


subunits. Security and defense of objects in the operativunal rear were closely tied 
to the security and defense of the capital. An important role was also played by 
the strong air cover for the most important rear objectives. 











The eontro “ the rear services in the Battle of Moscow was one of the bottlenecks 
in the work of the operational rear. The rear bodies of the Western Front had no 
radios at all. Wire communications could not be employed as widely and effectively 
as the situation required, particularly with the retreat of the troops. In a number 
of instances on the defensive and even during the counteroffensive, communication 
and control of the rear were broken both in the front and in the armies and this 

led to negative consequences. 


In order to better ensure communications and control, the rear services staffs of 
the fronts and the armies for the first time in the battle of Moscow began to 
appoint operations groups and liaison officers and send them appropriately to the 
armies (formations) for passing on instructions and orders, for providing practical 
aid and for establishing proper order in the rear areas. For example, during the 
period of intense battles at Tula, in November-December 1941, the staff for the 
rear services of the Western Front organized an operations group to ensure logisti- 
cal support for the troops on the left wing. Somewhat later, in breaking through 
the enemy defenses on the Ruza River, the front reinforced the staff of the rear 
services of the 20th Army with officers having great experience in organizing troop 
logistical support. This practice was also developed in other operations of the 
Great Patriotic War and was applied, of course, considering the specific situation 
and the conditions of conducting combat operations. 


-nder present-day conditions, the personal contact of the district deputy commander 
for the rear services and the officers of his staff with the subordinate services, 
units and facilities will be one of the major factors in effective control of the 
rear services 


In the Battle of Moscow effective party politteal ux work contributed largely to the 
4 og carrying out of the logistical support probleme and this work was con- 
ted by: 1 commanders, the political workers, the party and Komsomol organiza- 


tions of the rear units, subunits and facilities. Its basic task was to indoctrin- 
ite the personnel in a spirit of loyalty to the motherland and burning hate for the 


« »4 “+ 4 
"Gea in’ icers. 


e men of the rear, like all the Soviet Army, during combat demonstrated courage, 

ss heroism and high military skill and were ready for seif-sacrifice for the 
sake of rapidly defeating the enemy. in the Battle of Moscow they also committed 
many heroic feats. Thus, the sergeant of the lst Railroad Brigade, V. P. Miroshni- 
chenko, blew up a bridge across the Snopot’ River over which the Nazi troops were 
trving to cross. At the price of his life he blocked the enemy's path. For the 
shown »-roismand courage he was posthumously awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet 
“nion. The 17-year-old nurse Tamara Kalnina saved the life of 15 wounded soldiers 
ind commanders when enemy aviation attacked a medical vehicle. The courageous 

triot was awarded the Order of Lenin. 


« feats of the men and the experience of the best specialists in the rear subunits 
were widely popularized in talks and in the press. The visual and oral agitation 
nstantly reflected the question of what have you done today to supply the front's 


> 
tre Ops. 


party political work great attention was given to indoctrinating honesty and a 


’ 


careful attitude toward military property and for all types of materiel located at 








the dumps and being transported to the troops. The commanders and political workers 
explained to the personnel the requirements of the laws, the military oath, the 
manuals and instructions and gave instructive examples of the safeguarding, protect- 
ing and defense of military equipment. The political workers and party organiza- 
ions eseates a social atmosphere of intolerance for wastefulness in the rear 
facilities, for attempts to illegaliy utilize the materiel or instances of the half- 
hearted carrying out of iogistical support missions. 


” 


the rear services in the Battle of Moscow showed that a profound 

perationai and rear situation, the ability to anticipate possible 

he constant contact of the deputy front (army) commander for the 

: d his staft with the combined-arms staff, the close cooperation of 

the commanders of the branches of troops and the chiefs of the services, the maximum 
ed r operational documents and the giving of concrete and precise oral 

rs contributed to firm and flexible control of the rear. 
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In ¢ ittie of Moscow there was a tendency to broaden the functions of the rear 
servic« They not oniy received military products from the national economy and 
delivered them to the fronts, fleets and military districts but also began to stock- 
pile and store supplies, prepare them for use, support troop movements and provide 


j 
preparation, technicai support and rebuilding sf the major iines of transport. 


During the defensive and offensive engagements there was a continuous process of re- 
ganizing the rear bodies at the center and on the spot. Many trends noted in the 
initiai period of the war in the questions of improving the rear services and the 
orinciples of their application in combat and operations underwent further develop- 
rear units and facilities were brought ever-closer to the troops 
n pth the army and front rears was significantly reduced. There was the 
ever-wider practice of the centralized employment of motor transport and the means 

f medical control as well as the maneuvering of the medical units and facilities. 


fhe operation of the rear services in the Battle of Moscow enriched the theory and 


practice of the Armed Forces Rear Services and showed that the forms and methods of 
troop rear support cannot be fixed once and for all. These change depending upon 
t of the Army and Navy with military equipment, means of transport, upon 


he nature of combat operations and the specific situational conditions. 
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development and improvement of the Armed Forces Rear Services and the 


. ‘ f its organization and work have been carried out considering the rich 
experience of the Great Patriotic War, the enormous changes constantly occurring in 
equipping the Army and Navy and in the methods and forms of conducting combat 


erations as well as the trends in the further development of military science and 


equipment. 
FOOTNOTES 
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Party-Poiitical Work 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
2/ Nov 51) PP &)-/76 


[Article by Col Gen G. Sredin, chief of the Military Political Academy imeni V. lI. 
Lenin: “Party-Political Work in the Troops”) 


‘Text] During the period of the battle at the walis of our motherland’s capital, as 
throughout the entire Great Patriotic War, the Communist Party was the inspirer and 
organizer of the nationwide struggle agaiast the Nazi invasion and carried out enor- 
mous work to strengthen the USSR Armed Forces and their ability to repel the enemy 


jrive and defeat it. Partyepolitical work in the troope was one of the basic areas 
in these activities. In being guided by Lenin's admonishments, the party saw to it 
that the work was carried out continuously, purposefully and considering the specific 
ition that developed on the front. This powerful weapon was aimed at rallying 
the men around the party, strengthening discipline and order, carrying out the conm- 
rders and at an unstinting struggle to achieve victory over the enemy. Class 
tenacity and a high ideological level of party political work were ensured by ac- 
wzandizing Lenin'e ideae on the defense of the victories of Great October, 
<plaiming the tasks set by the party and the Soviet government to defeat the 
inveders and the Liberating nature of the Great Patriotic War and by a close 
k w the life and combat activities of the troops. In the inspired works of 
n. the documents of the Communist Party Central Committee and the GKO, the 
wanders, political workers and party organizations found the answers to how 
litical work must be organized and carried out under the difficult wartime situa- 
n, how to provide military and political leadership of the troops, how to in- 
ite the defenders of the motherland to fight wholeheartedly against the enemy and 
irry out their ma itary duty with honor and dignity. 








, 


ring the Battle of Moscow, the Communist yaey devoted enormous attention to 
Ss reng:nerning the party organizatione in the operational army as the decisive means 
of increasing its influence in the masses an rT in mobilizing them to a wholehearted 
Struggle against the enemy and as a most important condition for increasing the 
combat capability of the units ana subunits. In fighting on the most difficult 
sectors and carrying out the most crucial assignments, the communists by their per- 
sonal example inspired the men to a wholehearted struggle for the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the Soviet fatherland. Here the party organizations suffered great 
losses. in just 6 months of the war, more than 500,000 party members and candidate 
menbers were put out of action. * 


In the strengthening of the subunit and unit party organizations on the front an 
important role was played by the decrees adopted by the VKP(b) [All-Union Communist 
Party (BSolshevik)] Central Committee of 19 August and 9 December 1941 on changing 
the by-law conditions for the admitting of soldiers who had distinguished then- 
selves in combat for the party organizations of the operational army.“< These docu- 
ments esteblished that servicemen who had particularly distinguished themselves in 
battles and who had demonstrated examples of heroism could submit recommendations 
from three party members who had been in the party for a year and knew them profes- 
sionally for at least a year while the candidate period was to be reduced to 3 

ty was guided by the instructions of V. I. Lenin that under the most 


7- nt ~~ “oF 


i it nditions it was essential “more boldly, more widely and more rapidly” 
to attract new fighters to the party and to create “without delaying for a single 
minute. hundreds of new » enuengunaians." 

we authority of the communists and party organizations on the front was exception- 

| : their ties with the masses of soldiers became ever-stronger. This can 
increasing influx of new forces into the party organizations of the 
reations. In commenting on this trend, L. I. Brezhnev pointed out that 
' g f ombat, thousands of Soviet soldiers requested admission to the 
party and the testing of courage became their candidate period."“ In October- 
November 1941, around 6,000 applications to join the party and an equal number for 
the ol were submitted by the men in the troops of the Western Front. > 
; ri . the party and Komsomol organizations were strengthened in organization- 


| ideological terms and their size increased. In December 1941, almost one out 
er uur soidiers defending the Soviet capital was a communist. ® 


the Jecember 1941, the Main Political Directorate of the Red Army [GlavPU 
‘KEA, in the directive “On Eliminating Shortcomings in Admission to the VKP(b) and 
iti ' e Company Party Organizations,"’ drew attention to the necessity of 

trengthenine the growth of the party ranks from the rifle units and improving work 
the rank-and-file and sergeants to the party. It set the task of in- 

ill political work of the party organizations as a whole. The carrying out 
structions activated the work of the party organizations in the opera- 

il its and helped to further strengthen their political influence on the per- 


swidition, upon a decision of the VKP(b) Central Committee, communists and Komso- 
nembers were sent to the troops of the Western Fro.t and the Moscow Defense Zone 
polittcal fighters. This made it possible to strengthen the party and Komsomol 
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ons of the operationai units and to increase party influence in the sub- 
ctly engaged in combat operations. In being in the very thick of the men 
ir majority being rank-and-file, they served as an example of valor and 

ind worthy vanguard in combat. The directive of the chief of the Western 
tical Directorate of 2 December commented that “the basic aim of sending 
cal fighters into the units is to strengthen the political-moral state of 
nel and to raise the battleworthiness of the units."® 


the accomplishments of the political fighters in the first, most diffi- 


cult months of the war, the GlavPl RKKA in October 1941 repcerted to the party Cen- 
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ttee that “they played an exceptional role in strengthening the Red Army 


ist Party gave enormous significance to the ideological «md political in- 
of the Soviet military. The party Central Committe. directed the ideo- 
d political work of tre political bodies, commanders 2.id party organiza- 


check the rabid drive of the Nazis, to stop the enemy end then defeat it 
uired unbending morale, high moral-combat qualities of the Soviet military 
iscipline. The ideological conviction and political awareness of the men 


. 


understanding of the just nature and goais of the Great Patriotic War were 


asis for the unsurpassed moral and combat qualities of the Soviet military. 


n pointed out that “in any war victory ultimately is determined by the 
those masses which shed their blood on the battlefield."’° The truth of 


words was reaffirmed at Moscow, when in the course of the defensive engage- 
l 


Strength of the Soviet military personnel became one of the crucial 
uccessful struggle against the strong and perfidious enemy. 


ular importance was the indoctrinating of the personnel in a spirit of 


en which gave rise to inexhaustible energy and courage in the strug- 

i invaders. The main sources of it were the socialist social and 

nist ideas on the defense of the socialis: fatherland, the 
inism and the traditions of our people developed over the 

t foreign invaders and in the struggle for socialism. The 


ting of the men in a spirit of love for the motherland, dedication to the 
the Communist Party and to the Soviet government, and ioyaltyv to military 

s the explaining of the just, liberation nature of the Great Patriotic { 
the major role in mobilizing the personnel to defeat the enemy at Moscow. 


he commanders, the political bodies, the party and Komsomol 

o unmask the misenthropic ideology of fascism and the plans of 

ablish world domination. The atrocities of the occupiers on 

d were widely taken up in the press, oral propaganda and agitation A 
the 


h 
itions, in being directed by the partv's instructions, carried out enormous 


enemies of the motherland was inculcated in the men ance it was 


‘ the Nazis intended to deprive the peoples of our nation of 
e independence, to exterminate tens of millions of reople and to enslave 


“sa! agiteatcom and the personal example of the communists in combat became 
ru ideological and poiitical indoctrination of the men in a combat 
en I. S. Lykov, being the commissar of a tank battalion and experi- 
irst combat on the fields around Moscow, has written that all the 








communists on the front at that time “were united and brought together by one thing, 
that i:, the ability even in the most difficult situation of combat to maintain a 
presence of mind, to instill in the men a confidence in the final victory over the 
enemy, and with sincerity and passion to bring the living word of the party into the 
masses. They were the political fighters of the party and their strongest, most un- 
daunted agitation was the fact that they were the first to go into the attack and, 
disdaining death, led the attackers forward."*! The Leninist ideas of defending the 
socialist fatherland, the appeals of the Communist Party and the demands of the or- 
ders of the Supreme Commander-in-Chief were explained to the personnel at meetings, 
political information sessions, in talks and newspapers, in discussing the summaries 
of Sovinformbyuro [Soviet Information Bureau], the appeals, leaflets and so forth. 
Examples of intrepidness and heroism and the combat experience of able soldiers and 
commanders were broadly propagandized in the operational troops. 


The appeals of the military councils played a major role in the ideological and 
political indoctrination of the men and in mobilizing them to carry out the combar 
missions. Through them the demands of the party and the Supreme Commander-in-Chief 
were brought to the troops, the military political situation and the specific de- 
mands on the men were explained to them and the ways for successfully carrying out 
the combat orders were indicated. In the appeals, the military councils "rged the 
-ersonnel to equal the heroes in battle, to master military skills and show vaior 
and initiative. 


Great political work was carried out in the troops defending Moscow to explain the 
appeals of the Party Central Committee on the occasion of the 24th Anniversary of 
Great October. All the front, army and divisional newspapers published them. Some 


3, 40,909 copies of express leaflets with the party Central Committee appeals were 


published for the troops defending Moscow. } 

Of enormous moral and political significance for all our nation, for the Armed 

Forces and tor the defenders of Moscow were the ceremony of the Moscow Soviet to- 

gether with the Moscow party and public organizations and the traditional military 
irade on Red Square on 7 November. In appealing to the soldiers and partisans, 


the Supreme Commander-in-Chief I. V. Stalin urged them to be worthy of the finest 
military and revolutionary traditions of our people. “Let the victorious banner of 


the ereat Lenin shine on us!"--these words were an inspiring appeal to fight against 
the Nezi invaders. The content of the holiday report and the speeches at Red Square 
by the commanders, political workers and party aktiv reached the hearts and minds of 


im the day before and on the day of the holiday many of the units defending Moscow 

were visited bv worker delegations from the Moscow enterprises and institutions. 

They brought presents and letters with the admonishment to steadfastly defend Moscow 
lessly beat the Nazi invaders. Meetings with the delegations caused great 


< itement among the personnel, they strengthened the men's forces and raised their 
le. The Red Armymen and commanders vowed to the Muscovites that their admonish- 
ent would be carried out. 
e Soviet military kept their promise. in the battles on the approaches to Moscow, 
the military skill and experience of the mer increased and they demonstrated un- 


inchine steadfastness and courage and miracles of bravery. Heroism assumed a mass 
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scope. An immortal feat was committed at Dubosekovo siding by a group of tank 
hunters of the 316th Division headed by the company political leader V. G. Klochkov. 
The heroes stood to the death but did not let the enemy pass. Throughout the nation 
resounded the words of the political leader expressing the feelings and thoughts of 
the capital's defenders and all Soviet patriots: “Russia is great but there is no- 
where to retreat behind Moscow." The agitators, communists and Komsomol members 
told the men of them. These words became the combat motto of each man. 


Under the conditions of the extremely difficult situation on the front in the ini- 
tial period of the war, the VKP(b) Central Committee and the CKO adopted a number of 
measures to strengthen discipline and organization in the troops. In particular the 
decrees of the GKO of 16 July 1941 and the directive of Hq SHC of 16 August 1941 
were specially devoted to these questions. The GKO and Hq demanded that strict meas- 
ures be adopted against anyone who violated the oath and showed hesitation. Par- 
ticular responsibility for preventing panic and cowardice was placed on the command- 
ers and political bodies, the communists and Komsomol members. In accord with these 
documents, the GlavPU RKKA demanded that the political directorates of the fronts, 
the political sections of the armys and formations work out practical measures aimed 
at strengthening discipline and combating cowards and panic. The commanders of the 
units and formations, all the political personnel as well as the staff officers ex- 


rried them out. The questions of strengthening military discipline and 
d a major place in the agitation and propaganda work, they were raised at 
in reports and talks and were taken up in the military press. The effec- 

tive indoctrinational and organizational work carried out by the command and the 

i bodies, by the entire party political apparatus significantly increased 
the combat capability of the troops. In the course of the battles their organiza- 


on, steadfastness and stubbornness increased. The enemy suffered great losses and 


n the defensive period, all party political work in the troops around Moscow was 
aimed at carrving out the demands of the party and its central committee: “Stand 

to the Death!" and “Not One Step Back!" This work was carried out under the mobil- 
izine slogans: “Strain every force to repel the enemy," “Stop the enemy, defend 
ow!" "We will defeat and destroy the Nazi invaders on the approaches to the 


ipital of the motherland!" and "To hold out at Moscow means to win the war." These 


were all aimed at carrving out specific combat missions and orders. As a result of 
ie mes es adopted by che party Central Committee, the GlavPU RKKA and the mili- 
irvy councils of the fronts and armies, party political work assumed great scope, it 
was carried out continuously, it became purposeful and efficient and was enriched 
with mew experience. Political work in the troops during the defensive battles at 
foscow increased the strength and combat activeness of the troops and strengthened 
their tightine spirit and the confidence of the personnel in the inevitable defeat 
t ’ des. 
escri uw partyv-political work during the period of the defensive engagements, 
t mmander of the Westerm Front, G. K. Zhukov, has written: “The front's 
litical directorate and all the politicai workers did the maximum pcssible to in- 
rease the combat capability of the units and formations and to light in the hearts 
the men and the officers a hate for the Nazi occupiers and a belief in our vic- 





At the end of November 1941, om the pages of PRAVDA there resounded the confident 
voice of our party: “The defeat of the enemy should start at Moscow!"!* By this 
time, due to the party's efforts, to the labor of all the Soviet people and to the 
heroism and steadfastness of the soldiers, the necessary prerequisites had been cre- 
ated for the Red Army to go over to a co switeroffensi ve. The political bodies were 
confronted with new responsible tasks of directing the political and organizational 
activities of the party organizations, the commanders and the political workers to 
instill and develop an offensive drive and combat activity of the personnel in order 
to ensure the carrving out of the command'’s order to defeat the enemy. 


The commanders, political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations had to bring 
about a psychological change in the minds of the men who for long months had fought 
stubborn defensive battles under the slogans: "Stand to the Death!" and "Not a Step 
Back!" Now confidence had to be instilled in them that the Nazi invaders could not 
only be checked and stopped but also crushed in decisive offensive battles, driven 
back and destroyed. All political and indoctrinational work in the troops was now 
directed at this. 1t was explained to the personnel that they were confronted with 
the historic mission of starting the liberation of the homeland from the Nazi en- 
Siavers 
The indoctrination of hate for the Nazi invaders in the men helped to strengthen the 
offensive drive of the troops. In order to strengthen the effectiveness of the 
appeal “Death to the German Occupiers!" the GlavPU RKKA instructed all the military 
press bodies on 11 December 1941 to publish this appeal on the first page of each 
issue ©° the newspapers and other publications. 


troops a great deal was done to strergthen mass political work in the units 
und subunits to improve agitation and propaganda, and in particular to carry out the 
lirective of the Soviet Army GlavPU [Main Political Directorate] of 7 December 1941 
which demanded that the military commissars and political bodies focus on verbal 

‘a and pay it urflagging attention in the course of the engagements. This 
2ocument oblieed the leagership and the political workers to be constantly in touch 
with the men, to bring them the living word of the party, to explain to them the 
militarv-political situation, the tasks of the Soviet Army to defeat the enemy, the 
sources of strength of our state and its Armed Forces as well as to take an active 

} trination of the men. 


rr 


In accord with the instructions of the Soviet Army GlavPU, in December 1941, 

be tior-propaganda collectives were again organized in the units and subunits and 
the Composition of the subunit agitators was revised. By the middle of January 1942, 
in the 5th Army ef the Western Front there were over 2,000 of them (85 percent of 
them were communists and Komsomol members), while in the 33d Army there were 3,500 
imitators, over one-half of which was communists and Komsomol members. 


re 


tensive battles the content of agitation and propaganda was enriched and 
improved. Now moving to the forefront was the task of indoctrinating the 


rsonnmel in an offensive drive and the broad propagandizing of the successes of our 
roops on the offensive and their combat experience. For example, on the second day 
fr the mteroffensive, the military council of the 3lst Army published and dis- 
tributed a leaflet on the successful breakthrough of the enemy defenses and the 


sses caused it. It pointed out the able actions of the infantrymen, artillery, 








tank 


troops and fliers. The leaflet urged that the first successes be reinforced 
and that they advance more boldly and rapidly without allowing the enemy pause. /> 
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igundizing of combat feats greatly increased troop morale. Talks were held 
formations and leaflets put out telling about the military deeds. 


d 
itical section of the 4th Tank Brigade each day issued mimeographed combat 
O 


f them was devoted to the feat of the tank crew of D. F. Lavrenenko 
battle had destroyed a gun, 10 motorcycles, a staff vehicle, several mor- 
chine guns and up to a company of enemy infantry.~* 


paganca a major place was given to demonstrating the actions of the first 

nits and formations as these comprised the flower of our army and served as 
for all the troops. Using the examples of the bold actions of the guards 

aj Gen I. N. Russiyanov, the cavalrymen of Maj Gen L. M. Dovator and the 
ps trom the lst Guards Tank Brigade of Maj Gen M. Ye. Katukov, the command- 

political workers instilled in the men unflinching steadfastness, endurance 
ability to carry out a combat order, they raised their offensive spirit and 


them the skillful use of weapons. Each order of Hq SHC on the transforming 


r another unit into a guards one quickly became known to all. Meetings and 
re held in the units and formations. Newspapers devoted entire columns to 


ne the heroic feats of the guardsmen, they printed numerous greetings from 
ers of our nation to the men and urged that the glorious traditions be con- 
the arms and the people and the morai-rolitical and material support 
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> Arey, from the rear workere were an inexhaustible source of inspiration 
Soviet military. They supplied the front not only with military equipment, 
and ammunition but also helped in strengthening the patriotic mood. The 


nee of the people in victory and the total belief in the wisdom of the Commu- 


tv's leadership were transmitted to the soldiers through numerous channels 
linking the front and the rear and were embodied in courageous and self- 
ine actions on the battlefield. 


O. 
| 


rse of the counteroffensive at Moscow, the nation learned of numerous in- 
itrocities and crimes by the Nazi occupiers. The men saw the traces of 


-imes in the burned Soviet towns and villages, the destroyed enterprises and 


kolkhozes. Among the documents captured in the destroyed staffs of the 
its were orders and directives showing that the extermination of Soviet per- 


hbeinz carried out by the Nazis according to the plans and orders of the 
n Command. At numerous meetings which often arose spontaneously in the 
the counteroffcnsive in population points won back from the enemy, the men 
their anger and indignation with the Nazis" crimes. "One's blood freezes 
oks at the Nazi crimes,” wrote the men of the 1,203d Regiment of the 
sion in the resolution adopted at a meeting in liberated Iistra.* 


was used as an effective means for the ideological and political indoctrin- 


_ 


the Soviet troops. The army newspapers and magazines effectively informed 
the major events in the life of the front and rear. In December 1941, 
sestern Front alone 96 newspapers and journals were published with a total 

2,5 copies. *' The front, army and Sulehenalk newspapers widely propagan- 
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actions of the men, thev told of their increased combat skill, 
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hev described the strong and weak points of the enemy and instilled confidence in 
ve inevitability of its defeat. The newspaper of the Western Front KRASNOARMEY- 
SKAYA PRAVDA ran a permanent heading “Heroes of the Great Patriotic War" which was 
highly regarded by the commanders, political workers and all the personnel. 


we FF 


The political directorates of the fronts published large runs of leaflets, appeals, 
instructions and exhortations which disclosed the goals and nature of the war, un- 
masked the essence of German fascism and its aggressive plans and popularized the 
heroism of the Soviet military. The communists and agitators in the subunits ac- 
tively used the materials published in the newspapers, journals and leaflets in 
their own daily talks and political information sessions. 
Maes ox tural work was also subordinate to the tasks of indoctrinating the men in a 
spirit of Soviet patriotism and hate for the enemy and to developing high moral- 
combat qualities and an offensive drive in them. Theater collectives and concert 
brigades were sent out to the troop units fighting around Moscow. The agitation 
rain organized by the Moscow workers carried out extensive agitation and propaganda 
work on the Western Front. Agitation vehicles existed under the front political 
directorates and the political sections of certain armies. Their small staff ef- 
fectively organized lectures, reports, concerts and the showing of films for the 
men, using pauses which occurred in combat for this and the withdrawal of various 
units to the second echelon. 


During the offensive the political bodies showed great concern for promptly inform- 
ing the personnel about the situation on the front, about international events and 
about the heroic deeds of the Soviet people. The front political directorates de- 
voted great attention to the local radio broadcasts which widely described the 
heroism of the Soviet military. The front broadcast "Western Front Speaking" in 
December 1941 one January 1942 gave 22 talks devoted to the combat deeds of the 
front’'s units.? 


Of an enormous, truly inestimable influence on the men was the personal example in 
combat set by the commanders and political workers, the communist and Komsomol men- 
bers, their constant contact with the soldiers and the just word of the party. 


I total dedication to the cause of the Communist Party on the part of the comnis- 

sars, the political leaders and communists of the Western, Northwestern and Kalinin 

fronts which carried out the basic tasks in the counteroffensive and their personal 
ura ed the men and increased the political awareness and responsibility 

for carrving out the combat mission. Fully applicable to them are the words of 

L. 1. Brezhnev: “They brought our soldiers the party's word and inspired them to a 

heroic and seif-sacrificing struggle. From the political leader to the military 


suncil member, they were where it was most difficult, strengthening the men's con- 
fidence in the triumph of our just cause and instilling in them courage, will power 


; . . Al 
ind intrepidness. ““ 


i\racteristic was a continuous impact of the commanders and political workers on 
. broad masses of the men directly in the battle formations and their constant re- 
liance in indoctrinational work on the broad circle of the party and Komsomol aktiv. 
Any opportunity was used for contact with the men, for a personal influence on them 
urine difficult minutes of combat and for commending outstanding men. A matter of 








icular concern for the political bodies and workers was the units and subunirs 
ghting on particularly crucial sectors and under the most difficult conditions. 
Being on the first line, the officers of the front political directorates, the 
political sections of the armies and divisions, the commissars and other political 
workers from the units and subunits continuously carried out political and organiza- 
tional work, they took a direct part in battle, setting a personal example of valor 
and self-sacrifice in carrying out the combat missions. 


During the period of the offensive battles around Moscow, the military councils and 
political bodies continued to give great attention to increasing the ranks of the 
party and Komsomol. This was due to the fact that the party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions had suffered great losses. Thus, in the 16th Army, in December twice as many 
communists were lost as entered the unit party organizations over the same time, 
while in the 5th Army this difference was even greater, with the loss of party men- 
bers being 2,082 men. 7? 


The increased attention to selecting soldiers who had distinguished themselves in 


battles and who desired to join the party made it possible to strengthen the sub- 
unit party organizations. For example, while in January 1942, the party organiza- 
tions of the 3d Assault Army admitted 245 men as members and candidate members, in 


February the figure was already 1,024 and in March 2,016 men. <* 


lhe strengthening of the Komsomol organizations was seriously influenced by the de- 
ree of the Komsomol Central Committee of 25 December 1941. This provided an oppor- 
tunity to settle the questions of admission to the Komsomol at sessions of the conm- 
pany Komsomol organization presidium in bypassing a meeting, with the subsequent 
nfirmation at the bureau of the primary organization. Where there was no Komsomol 
organization presidium, new members could be admitted directly by the primary organ- 
ization bureau with subsequent approval by the military commissar of the regiment or 


separate attajiion. 


: r the counteroffensive and in the course of it, the political bodies 
rric it great work to train the secretaries of the unit party and Komsomol 
ireaus, the subunit party and Komsomol organizers in conducting political work in 
fensive mbat. Along with the seminars and meetings, a major role in their in- 

structi “as played by individual instructing and practical aid from the political 


ies in organizing indoctrination directly in the subunits. 


rine the period of the counteroffensive in the political work in the troops exten- 
ive use was made of oral agitation, particularly such forms as political informa- 
roup and individual talks and when the situation permitted, also meetings. 
very important significance were the talks of the communists on the specific 
issions in combat and on what manner the commander's combat order could better be 
rried it. Visual agitation assumed a clearly expressed offensive nature. 
senting of red flags and pennants to the subunits had a great influence on 
, nigh militant drive. The right to hoist them in the liberated popula- 
ti ts had to be won in battle. Such a form of political work was widespread 
in the Sth Guards, 119th and 336th Rifle divisions and other formations and units.@° 
in the subsequent periods of the Great Patriotic War this assumed a stable and mass 
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The political bodies adopted measures to strengthen political work with the person- 
nel in the rear units and subunits. This was aimed at promptly providing the troops 
with everything necessary for offensive combat, for providing aid to the wounded 

and replenishing material supplies and rebuilding military equipment. 


The great and intense work carried out by the military councils, the commanders, 
pelitical bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations in the troops during the 
period of the defensive battles at Moscow, the counteroffensive and subsequent 
general winter offensive was one of the crucial factors ensuring a crushing defeat 
of the enemy around the walls of the Soviet capital and which marked the beginning 
to a fundamental turning point in the course of the Great Patriotic War. 


The defensive battles, the counteroffensive and the offensive at Moscow showed the 
necessity of being constantly concerned with the indoctrination and training of the 
polttiea’ rereomel. This was particularly important since at the start of the war 
the troops had received a large number of political workers called up from the re- 
serves without profound knowledge of military affairs. They had not mastered the 
forms and methods of party political work in a combat situation. The military 
councils and political bodies o ganized this work in the course of the battles and 
taught the political workers to skillfully direct political work at carrying out 
specific tasks and to conduct it actively and purposefully. 


As combat experience was acquired, the work style of the commanders, political work- 
ers and party organizations was improved. Great effectiveness and flexibility were 
shown in defining the content, forms and methods of party political work in accord 
with the situational conditions and the nature of the tasks to be carried out and 
the continuity and t ‘gh effectiveness of this work were ensured. 


In the historic Battle of Moscow the enormous influence of active, purposeful party 
political work in the troops was clearly demonstrated. During the period of the de- 


ensive batties and in the counteroffensive, the commanders, political bodies and 
party organizations acquired great experience in organizing political work in major 
ffensive operations which were subsequently widely employed. The Great Patriotic 


war demonstrated, as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has pointed out, that “party-political 
work with the personnel and their ideological tempering have always been and remain 
powerful weapon of our army. The strength of this weapon has been tested in the 


r 
fire of battles. And at present it terrifies our enemies ."27 
he improving of party-political work in the Armed Forces under present-day condi- 
tions organically includes a profound study, generalization and introduction of the 


rich frontline experience which has not lost its importance even now. 


In carrving out the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress, the commanders, political 
lies and party organizations are hard at work indoctrinating the personnel. 

ropaganda of the heroism of the Great Patriotic War, the successes of the Soviet 
‘ple in communist construction and the plans for the nation's economic and social 

evelopment for 1981-1985 and for the second year of the llth Five-Year Plan as ap- 


roved by the November (1981) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and ratified by 
the Sixth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet helps to instill in the men a pride for 
the socialist fatherland, it inspires them to achieve new, higher goals in military 
and political training and strengthens an awareness of the historic responsibility 
protect the motheriand against aggressors. 
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The main thing in party-political work has been and remains the constant concern for 
increasing the combat readiness and capability of the Armed Forces and their combat 
potential. This is particularly important in light of the instructions of the 26th 
CPSU Congress that at present adventurism and a readiness to jeopardize the vital 
interests of mankind for the sake of narrow selfish interests are particularly appar- 
ent in the policy of the most aggressive imperialist circles. 
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COMMENTS ON THE YUGOSLAV PEOPLE'S ARMY 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 80-82 


[Article by Candidate of Historical Sciences I. Shinkarev: “Born in the Battles 
against Fascism (on the 40th Anniversary of the Yugoslav People's Army)"] 


(Text) Yugoslav People’s Army was created in the course of the struggle of the 
Yugoslav people for their national and social liberation during the years of World 
War Il. It arose out of the partisan detachments set up by the Communist Party of 
Yugoslavia [CPU] under the conditions of the occupation of the nation by the troops 
of the fascist coalition and with significant military forces among the collabora- 
tors. 


During the summer and autumn of 1941, the Yugoslav partisans achieved significant 
successes. However the experience of the struggle showed that the partisan detach- 
ments in their actions were tied down to a certain territory and could not move 
freely and conduct engagements away from their base areas. Considering this the 
Supreme Staff of the Partisan Detachments headed by Josip Broz Tito decided, along 


with reinforcing the partisan detachments, to begin to organize regular army units 


ang tormations. 


On 22 December 1941, in the town of Rudo which is in the wooded mountains of Eastern 
Bosnia the subunits of a number of partisan detachments met and before them the 
rder of the Supreme Staff was announced on setting up the first Proletarian Brigade. 


his event marked the beginning of creating the regular People's Liberation Army of 
Yugoslevia (PLAY). For this reason, each year 22 December is celebrated as Yugoslav 


People’s Army Day. 


Like the other European peoples, the struggle of the Yugoslav people against the 
Nazi invaders intensified particularly with the events on the Soviet-German Front. 
The victories of the Soviet Army at Moscow, Stalingrad and Kursk and then its vic- 
torious offensive in 1944 led to the defeat of the basic forces of Hitler Germany 
ynd its allies. They played a decisive role in the weakening, shaking and final 
elimination of the entire system of the Nazi occupation regime in the captive 
nations, they raised the fighting spirit of the peoples in these states, instilled 
in them hope for a quick liberation and end of the war and encouraged them to stiff- 
en resistance. 
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In fighting against the German and Italian occupiers, the PLAY grew and became 
Stronger both in combat and organizational terms. In November 1942, the formation 
of divisions and corps was started. By the end of the year, 9 divisions and 2 
corps had already been organized and these included 38 brigades numbering in their 
ranks some 150,000 soldiers along with the partisan detachments. In September 
1944, when the Soviet Army reached the frontiers of Yugoslavia, the PLAY included 
50 divisions divided among 15 corps with a total number of around 400,000 men. 


initially the size of the divisions and corps varied. In 1942-1943, a division had 
an average of 3,000-4,000 men and in 1944, 5,000-6,000 men. It usually consisted of 
3 brigades, an artillery battery or battalion, signals, intelligence and combat en- 
gineer subunits as well as staff subunits and rear services. The divisions were 
named for the kray or oblast where they had been formed. In all the subunits there 
were party organizations and organizations of the Communist Youth League. 


In the course of the struggle against the occupiers, the PLAY inscribed glorious 
pages in the heroic history of its people. It fought on the Neretva River in 
February-March 1943 and in May of the same year in the Sutjeski River valley drove 
off several offensives by major German and Italian forces and liberated many re- 
gions of the nation from the occupiers. 


Ihe liberation struggle for the Yugoslav peoples was simultaneously a victorious 
sociali._t revolution as weil which deprived the bourgeoirie of power, eliminated 
the capitalist system and established a new, people's democratic power. 


The Soviet Union provided moral support to the Yugoslav patriots and granted mili- 
tary and material aid. Soviet troops played a major role in liberating Yugoslavia 
from the Nazi invaders. The radio station Free Yugoslavia which had begun to oper- 
ate in Moscow in November 1941 played an important role in disseminating the truth 
yn the heroism of the Yugoslav ;atriots and the traitorous role of the followers of 
Draza Mihajlovic. The USSR recognized the National Liberation Committee which was 
formed in November 1943 as the provisional government of Yugoslavia. 


\t the start of 1944, the Soviet government and the National Committee for the 

Li tion of Yugoslavia, exchanged military missions for establishing direct con- 

ct between the Soviet Army and the PLAY. This exchange was the logical develop- 

ment of military cooperation established from the very first days of the joint 
strugele of the Soviet and Yugoslav peoples against the common enemy. It helped 

establish clearer coordination of the combat operations as well as to provide 

fu Soviet aid to the new Yugoslavia in the form of weapons, ammunition, mili- 

tary equipment and other materiel. 

Units and formations of Yugoslav troops were organized on Soviet territory. During 

the war an infantry brigade, a tank brigade, as well as ground attack and fighter 
ir regiments were organized, armed, trained and turned over to the PLAY Command. 
LAY mand personnel was trained in the Soviet Army military schools. 


* the third week of September 1944, talks were held in Moscow between Josip 
Sroz Tito and I. V. Stalin. In the course of them agreement was reached on the 
entry of large Soviet Army formations into Yugoslav territory for jointly (along 
with the PLAY troops) liberating the nation of the Nazi invaders. Moreover, the 
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Soviet government agreed, in the aim of strengthening the PLAY, to put under the 
Yugoslav Comsand an air group consisting of ground attack and fighter air divisions 
1S well as weapous for 12 infantry divisions and 2 air divisions. A large group of 
Soviet officers was sent as instructors to the PLAY troops. 

The high combat qualities of the Yugoslav Army were apparent in the Belgrad Opera- 
tion conducted by the troops of the 3d Ukrainian Front, the PLAY and the Fatherland 
Front of Bulgaria on 25 September--20 October 1944. In it the sain thrust was made 
by the 57th Army and the IV Guards Mechanized Corps from the Third Ukrainian Front 
from the area of Radojevac, Kula and Vidin in the general direction of Belgrad.’ 
The Nazi Command undertook every measure to hold on to Belgrad, an important stra- 
tegic point in the Balkans. However, nothing could stop the Soviet and Yugoslav 
troops. On 14 October, they commenced the storming of the city and on 20 October 
had fully captured it. 


In the course cf the operation, the Yugoslav troops, in cooperating closely with the 
t ained significant experience in conducting offensive operations. This 

operation had a major impact on the further improving of PLAY structure and the 

nature of its combat operations in the concluding stage of the war. By the begin- 


ming of 1945, the PLAY to a significant degree had been rearmed with Soviet weapons. 
All of this made it possible for it by the middle of May to fully clear Yugoslav 
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he 


territor the Nazi occupiers. By this time the Yugoslav armed forces consisted 
+ armies, 59 infantry divisions and 2 air divisions, naval units, higher military 
jJies and a military territorial command. The overall size of the Yugoslav Army 
reached almost 800,000 men. 
mmentine on the role of the USSR in the liberation of Yugoslavia, Josip Broz 
to emphasized: “Our peoples highly regarca the contribution made by the USSR and 
ts rious army which during the fatal years of the war bore the greatest burden 
plaved the crucial role in the victory over the dark forces of fascism. We also 
will not forget the thousands upon thousands of Soviet soldiers who shoulder to 
it ur men shed their blood and gave up their lives on the battlefields 
sh | «Ge 
postwar socialist development, the Yugoslav People’s Army (YPA) 3 
in improving and modernization. Due to the socialist indus- 
i the nation it hes been possible to estalish production of many 
es modern military equipment and weapons and basically meet the requirements 
ed rcees for rifle and artillery weapons and amuunitior. Good barracks, 
ranges, airfields and ports have been built. Extensive work has been done 
ad retrain command personnel, new manuals and regulations have been worked 


und put into effect, reflecting the experience of the people’s liberation strug- 
und the requirements of modern warfare. All of the Armed Services, branches of 
id services have undergone further development and a unified system of mili- 
ir’ atrol and command has been created. 


Ktensive peration has been carried out between the USSR and Yugoslavia in the 
ireas of the economy, science and technology, culture, tourism and other spheres. 

re also growing stronger between the armed forces of both nations. Of im- 
portant significance for strengthening them are the exchange of military de.ega- 
tions, the reciprocal visits of naval ships, the joint elaboration of military 
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‘istory works and other measures. The General Secretary of the CPSU Central Conm- 
mittee, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, in the foreword to the Yugoslav edition of "Malaya 
Zemlya” has written: “The blood shed jointly in the great battle against the Nazi 
enslavers has united our peoples forever."” 


FOOTNOTES 
SVE [Soviet Military Encyclopedia], Vol 1, Vovenizdat, 1976, pp 422, 423. 


Tito, Josip Broz, “Izbrannvye stat'i i rechi™ [Selected Articles and Speeches], 
Moscow, Politizdat, 1973, p 262. 


in the spring of 1945, the People’s Liberation Army of Yugoslavia was renamed 
the Yugoslav Army and from December 1951, it began to be called the Yugoslav 


> ~” , “* 
Peopie s Army. 


L. I. Brezhnev, “Leninskim kursom" [By the Leninist Course], Vol 7, Moscow, 
izdat, 1979, p 56. 
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REVIEW OF BOOK ABOUT NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST 


TORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 


> 


Review bv Docent, Candidate of Historicai Sciences, Col V. Karnoukhov of the book 
K vostoku i zapadu ot Suetsa™ (To the East and West of Suez) by L. I. Medvedko, 
r : 


Text, The book by L. I. Medvedko analyzes the problems of contemporary political 
and mi itary historv in the Near and Middle East. it helps the readers and spe- 
cialists in making their way through the maze of events in the Arab world over the 


> _—- *»se- - 
POStwat ~eta 200. 


ne author for manv vears has worked as a journalist in the nations of the Near and 
Middle Fast and was an eve-witness of those processes which were developing there. 
A good knowledge of the work by Soviet and foreign specialists on the Near and 
Middle East has made it possible for him to write a just book about the struggle of 
the peoples in the Arab states against the forces of imperialism and aggression, 
tional independence and iibderty. 


t. 


. 
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e work analvzes the military strategic sicnificance of the Near and Middle East 
rings out the reasons for such close “attention” to it by American imperialisn. 


e author rightly comments that “the military strategy of neocolonialism does not 
zo bevond the self-contained vicious citcie of imperialist policy, be it expressed 
is the ‘Eisenhower Doctrine’ or ‘Carter Doctrine’” (p 3). Nor has the current Near 


Middle East nelicw of the Reagan Administration escaped from this “vicious 
sTCie , 
terest is the analvsis of events in the “triple” aggression (England, 
, srael) against Egypt in 1956, the predatory Israeli war against the 
$ s in 1967 and the October war of 1973 
ents of the last war, the author brings out its particular features. 
. iaitiallw the Eevptians achieved significant successes and during the 
rs at a price of few casualties not exceeding 100 men captured the 
‘ ir Levi Line.” Then Sadat and the people around him showed strange slow- 
st the initiative. In justifvine his traitorous actions afterwards, 
stat that supposedly the USSR had delivered Egypt “obsolete weapone”™ which 
supposedly were inferior to the weapons of the israeli Army (pf 5 217). But this lie 





is been repudiated by data of the London Institute for Strategic Studies. Egypt 
by the start of the war surpassed Israel in terms of the number of personnel, in 
terms of tanks, artillery, mortars, antiaircraft missile complexes and was almost 
as strong in terms of the number of combat aircraft. The armament of the Egyptian 
Army in terms of its tactical and technical perfomuance was in no way inferior to 
the corresponding models of Western military equipment used by the Israelis. Thus, 
the main reasons for the failures of Egypt in the war are to be found not in the 
gGuantitative and qualitative indicators for the weapons but rather in the poor 
leadership of the troops and the traitorous plans of Sadat (p 219). After this war 
the traitorous line of Sadat can be followed with particular clarity. Under U.S. 
patronage he set out to split the Arab world and make a separate deal with Israel. 


During the last period of his rule, Sadat more and more sided with and sold out to 
the imperialist, Zionist circles which were increasing tension ir the Near East and 
working to undermine international peace and security. The systematically carried 
out measures to worsen and curtail Soviet-Egyptian relations became a component 
part in this political course of the Egyptian leadership. ? Such a foreign policy 
by Sadat was a logical extension of those traitorous steps which he had undertaken 
earlier and this was correctly judged in the reviewed work. 


The book's author lifts the curtain on the monstrous crimes carried out by the 
Zionists, their overseas protectors and supporters against the Arab peoples for 
whom the Israeli aggressors have caused infinite suffering and hardship, they have 
destroyed their homes and cultural monuments and driven them from their homeland. 


L. 1. Medvedko describes the reasons and the essence of the Palestinian tragedy and 
shows the crueltv and inhumaneness in the actions of the Zionists to “cleanse” 
various areas of Palestine of the Arabs. Thus, terrorists from the Zionist Stern 
and Irgun organizations caused a bloody incident in the Arab village of Deir-Yassin 
where 254 per uons were killed, including many women and children (p 141). Similar 
crimes were carried out thet on a mass scale and are now being perpetuated with even 
greater cruelty on the occupied lands of Palestine and in other Arab states which 
nave been subjected to air raids and strikes by army and naval artillery of tue 


bezin pdancs. 


1 the book a large place is given to unmasking the aggressive policy of the United 
tes and other Western powers vis-a-vis the Arab states with progressive regimes. 

sine specific facts it is proven that if it were not for the complete support of 

\nited States and if there were not the continuous influx of dollars and weapons 
israel, this sr ll Zionist-militaristic state would not behave so provocatively. 


Ihe USSR and the nations of the socialist commonwealth have carried out and are car- 


rying out an honest, firm and consistently international policy in the Near and 
‘iddle Fast, in supporting the progressive regimes of Arab states. 
rtunately the work also has shortcomings. The author somewhat abuses references 
reis urces, at times not using important documents of our party and govern- 
it the given problem. Thus, it does not sufficiently reflect the Decree of the 
me (1967) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee “On the Policy of the USSR Vis-a- 


scli Aegeression in the Near East™ and the Declaration of the 24th CPSU Con- 
For a Just and Lasting Peace in the Near East." The nature of U.S. and 
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israeli relationships is not gotten across with complete accuracy. The author 
talks about the “frankly pro-Israeli course of the United States in its Near East- 
ern Policy” (p 84) and of the “independent role” of Israel as the “policeman” in 
the struggle against the Arab liberation movement or a frightening armored fist to 
be used against neighboring Arab states (p 85). Such an assertion differs from the 
view given in the Decree of the June (1967) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee 
where it clearly states: "The aggression of Israel is a result of a conspiracy 
among the most reactionary forces of international imperialism, primarily the 
United States, aimed against one of the detachments of the national liberation 
movement, against the progressive Arab states which have set out on a path of pro- 
gressive socioeconomic changes in the interests of the workers and which are carry- 
ing out an antiimperialist policy."* The CPSU Central Committee views Israeli ag- 
gression as a link in the overall policy chain of the militant imperialist circles 
which are endeavoring to halt the historic advance of the cause of national inde- 
pendence, democracy, peace and socialism. However, regardless of the designated 
shortcomings, the book by L. I. Medvedko makes a contribution to elaborating one of 
omplex and acute problems in the modern world. It will make it possible 
for the readers to be even more convinced of the wisdom of the policy of our party 
a viet government vis-a-vis the liberated nations, a policy which has been re- 
inf.rced and further developed in the documents of the 26th CPSU Congress: “The 
CPSU in the future will consistently carry out a policy of developing cooperation 
tween the USSR and the liberated nations and of strengthening the alliance of 
world socialism and the national liberation movement."* 


che mrAce 
eri “ -t& . 
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FOOTNOTES 
PRAVDA, 18 September 1981. 
"KPSS rezolvutsivakh i resheniyakh...," Vol 9, pp 283-284. 
Materialw XXVI s"“vezda KPSS" [Materials of the 26th CPSU Congress], Moscow, 
litizdat, 1981, p 156 
venno-isto.icheskivy zhurnai”, 1981] 
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REPORTS FROM READERS’ CONFERENCES 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) p 87 


[Article published under the heading “Current Events, Facts, Findings” by Col N. 
Dovbenko: “At Readers’ Conferences”) 


_Text) Im 1981, conferences were held for the readers of VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY 
ZHURNAL in the Red Banner Kiev and Order of Lenin Leningrad military districts, 

in the Group of Soviet Troops in Germany and the Twice Red Banner Baltic Fleet. 

The participants in the conferences commented that the materials published in the 
journal provide substantial help to the commanders and political workers in carry- 
ing out the tasks of military and political training in the units and formations as 
well as training the students and indoctrinating the men. 


‘+ 
>" 


the same time the readers voiced a number of requests which come down basically 
to the following: to publish more materials on the pages of the journal on the 
carrying out of joint operations by the Armed Services in the various theaters of 
war during the vears of the last war, on the rapid preparation of operations and en- 
gagements and on the use of varicus branches of troops, the rear services and the 
organization of party political work under special conditions. Mention was also 
made of the need to increase the number of articles to help the instructors of the 


istory of military art and on the organization of communications and cooperation 


>etween the ground troops and naval forces, between the branches of troops and air- 
Sorme troops and aviation. The speakers drew attention to the publishing of mater- 
‘als om countering the danger of mines and other questions of naval operations dur- 


ne the war vears as well as the publishing of articles devoted to the experience 


tT iOCal Wars. 


keguests were also voiced to publish articles devote’ to the military aspects of 
vwecific Lenin works and to publish more ma erials of a historical nature on the 
voral bases of Soviet military discipline, on the key questions of indoctrinational 
rk with various categories of servieemen, articles analyzing the experience of 
~plovine mobiie ecroups of fronts and armies in the last war and on the questions 
tactics, particularly of a meeting encounter and pursuit, raiding and other in- 
pendent actions of the units and subunits. ° 


a » @ 


é urnal’s editors cordially thank all the participants in the reader conter- 


: ti«-* 
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Vovenno-istoricheskiy zhurnal", 1981 
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DEFENSE OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 87-88 


(Article published under the heading: "Current Events, Facts, Findings" by Doctor 
of Philosophical Sciences, Col V. V. Merkulov: “Defense of a Doctoral Disserta- 
tion” 

ext) In September 1980, a specialized council on the awarting of academic de- 
grees in the philosophical sciences under the Military Political Academy imeni V. lI. 
Lenin unanimously voted to award Capt list Rank V. I. Golubev the academic degree of 
Doctor of Philosophical Sciences in the specialty of the theory of scientific commu- 
nism (military problems) for his submitting for defense the dissertation on "Mili- 
tary Aspects of the Neocolonial Policy of Imperialism." In being guided by the 


Marxist-Leninist methodology and in relying on the achievements of Soviet science, 


- 


the author of the dissertation has systematically studied the military neocolonial 


policy of imperialism. In his work basic attention has been paid to philosophical 
and sociological analysis. 


Considering the increased importance of working out the methodological problems for 
studving “military” neocolonialism, the author correctly discloses the particular 
features of applying the universal principles of the Marxist-Leninist method in 
studyine the military aspects of the neocolonial policy of the imperialist powers. 
the basis of this the dissertation provides an analysis on three levels. Neo- 
lonialism is examined as an integrated system arising, out of modern state- 
monopolistic capitalism under the conditions of the existence of two opposite sys- 
tems, the fundamental change in the balance of forces on the world scene and the 
ollapse of the colonial system of imperialism. In bringing out the plunderous, 
exploiting nature of neocolonialism, the author focuses attention on its new traits 
ind manifestations characteristic for the 1970's. 


m the second level, there is a profound examination of the place, economic, polit- 

’ ideological and military doctrine principles, the functions and the socio- 
lass essence of “militarv” neocolonialism, and a scientific solution is offered to 

the question of its typology. Here the military aspects of the neocolonial policy 
' imperialism are disclosed in an organic relationship to the socioeconomic, 

ical and ideological aspects of neocolonial strategy. In fact for the first 

time the problem has been posed of the patterns of “military” neocolonialism, and 

plex mechanism has been demonstrated for the patterns underlying the rise, 


> 
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mctioning and evolution of the military neocolonial policy. Pertinent also are 
1 analysis of the relationship of the objective and subjective in such a policy, 
he characteristics of the basic forms of military neocolonial relationships imposed 
>y the imperialist powers on a number of developing countries and the contradictory 
ttect of military neocolonial policy on the world revolutionary process and the 
sociopolitical situation in the liberated states. 


ee 


Jn the third level there has been an examination of the basic components of “mili- 
tary” neocolonialism and the convoluted system of their relationships. The author 
views the socioclass content and particular features of the neocolonial wars as a 
mew variety of imperialist local wars. He describes their basic types and social 
consequences. Of undoubted interest is the analysis of the causes of neocolonial 
wars. The work thoroughly examines the questions of the use of armed violence by 
the imperialist circles in their policy of the “covert" exporting of neocolonial 
orders and the “diplomacy of intimidation" vis-a-vis the developing states as well 
as the military aspects of “collective” neocolonialism. One should note the analy- 
Sis of the new phenomena in the policy of the neocolonialists aimed at establishing 
control over the armed forces of certain Asian, African and Latin American countries 
in the aim of turning their armies into a weapon for suppressing the struggle for 
true independence and social progress. 


m a basis of studying the military neocolonial policy of the United States and 
certain other NATO powers, the author discloses the factors which have had a deci- 
sive effect on its formation and evolution since World War II and proposes a solu- 
tion te the question of its periodization. This, in turn, has created an oppurtun- 
ity to disclose the trends in the evolution of military neocolonial strategy and 
ictics as well as the general principles and particular features in utilizing armed 
he neocolonial aims of the U.S. administration. The dissertation con- 
sis of the role of the “Chinese factor” in American neocolonial policy 
the basic means by which the imperialist reaction is utilizing China 
ts of exporting counterrevolution into the liberated nations. 


cr 


tains an anaiv 
ind points out 
interes 
.se dissertation is permeated with a spirit of party loyalty. It contains a funda- 
mental critical assessment of bourgeois apologetic theories which establish and 
ilitary neocolonial expansion. The author has devoted serious attention 
“ing the concepts and practice of the hegemonistic Chinese leadership which 
<i with the most reactionary forces of imperialism and has become, in es- 


its ally in exporting neocolonialisn. 


sis of studving the military aspects of impeiialism's neocolonial policy, 
makes generalizations, conclusions and practical recommendations aimed at 
isine the methodological level of studying the military neocolonial course of the 
imperialist powers, at enriching the content of ideological work in the area of un- 
sking the antipopular, counterrevolutionary essence and rapacious nature of all 
ties of neocolonialism and at activating political indoctrination to explain 
r danger for the fate of many peoples, for detente and for universal peace. 
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VIEWS ON THE BATTLE OF MOSCOW 


Moscow VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY ZHURNAL in Russian No 12, Dec 81 (signed to press 
27 Nov 81) pp 89-90 


[Umattributed article: "Statements on the Battle of Moscow"] 
.Text) Prominent Soviet Political, State and Military Leaders 


l. V. Stalin ("O Velikoy Otecaestvennoy voyne Sovetskogo Soyuza" [On the Great 
iotic War of the Soviet Union], 5th Edition, Moscow, Politizdat, 1948, pp 63-64) 


...The Red Army, having repelled the attack of the Germans against Moscow, has 
taken up the initiative and gone over to the offensive.... It cannot be considered 
an accident that the German troops which made a triumphal march through all of 
Lurope and in a single blow felled the French troops whica were considered crack 
Lroops encountered a true military rebuff only in our nation and not only a rebuff 
nut under the blows of the Red Army were forced to retreat from the occupied posi- 
more than 400 km, discarding along the route of retreat a cclossal amount of 
weapons, vehicles and ammunition. The winter conditions of the wer in no way alone 


can exp.iain tnis tact. 


* 4 " 
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L. I. Brezhnev ("“Leninskim kursom" [By the Leninist Course], Vol 1, Moscow, Politiz- 
dat, 1970, pp 125-126) 


The detense of Moscow had become a cause of all the Soviet people.... On / November 
1941, the troops which had arrived to defend the capital, including the famous 
Siberian divisions, went directly from the parade on Red Square to the forward posi- 
tions in order to halt the enemy. 


ving worn down the German Army in heavy defensive engagements, in December 1941, 


the Soviet troops drove the Nazi hordes back from the walls of the capital and 
shed them to the west. The defeat at Moscow dispelled the legend of the invinci- 
ility of the Nazi Army. The historic victory at Moscow inspired the Soviet people 
to new feats and strengthened their confidence that the enemy woulc inevitably be 
efeats 
® 





“. I. Kalinin ("Stat*i i rechi (1941-1946)" [Articles and Speeches (1941-1946) ], 
Moscow, Politizdat, 1975, pp 60-62) 


The offensive against Moscow...cost the Germans exceptionally dearly. For the 
German Command the plan to surround and seize Moscow ended in a defeat and the 

Army on the approaches to Moscow suffered a cruel defeat which with every pass- 
ing dav assumed ever-greater scope.... 


” 
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Undoubtedly, the approaches to Moscow became that place where the defeat of the 
armies of German fascism started. 


. Ustinov ("Izbrannyye rechi i stat'i™ [Selected Speeches and Articles], Moscow, 
itizdat, 1979, pp 91-95) 


The first major defeat of the Nazi troops around Moscow buried the hopes of the 
Nazis of a blitzkrieg. The dawn of the victory over fascism broke by the walls of 
Moscow.... The historic victory of the Soviet troops at Moscow became the beginning 
to a funda mental change in the course of the war. Clearly apparent were the might 
and invincibility of the socialist state, the moral-political unity ot the Soviet 

i mass heroism and combat might of the army, the dedication of the people 
and the army to the Communist Party as the leader and organizer of all our victories. 


G. K. Zhukov ("Vospomiuaniya i razmyshleniys” [Remembrances and Reflections], Vol 2, 
2d Supplemented Edition, Moscow, Izd-vo APN, 1974, p 58) 


The Red Army in the Battle of Moscow for the first time in the 6 months of the war 


lealt major defeat to the main grouping of Nazi troops. Prior to this the Soviet 

.rmed Forces had already carried out a number of serious operations which checked 

the Wehrmacht's advance on all the three major sectors of its attack. Nevertheless, 
their scale and results they were inferior to the great battle by the walls of 
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iitical, State and Military Figures of the United States, England and 


message of the U.S. President F. D. Roosevelt to the Chairman of the Pre- 
ii the USSR Supreme Soviet, M. I. Kalinin, of 11 February 1942 ("Vneshnyaya 
itika Sovetskogo Soyuza v period Otechestvennoy voyny” [Soviet Foreign Policy 
Period of the Patriotic War}, Documents and Materials, Vol 1, Moscow, 
dat, 1946, p 464) 


re rr 
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he decisiveness and successfulness with which the peoples of the Soviet Union have 
rown back the hordes of aggressors inspire the other peoples fighting to maintain 


nAanende . 
2it l epencence. 


¢ 


th peech of W. Churchill over London Radio on 15 February 1942 (PRAVDA, 
tober 19851, p 3) 


issians are victoriously advancing.... Moreover, for the first time they have 


ispelled the Hitler legend. Instead of victories in Russia, the Germans have found 
efeat. tailures, the shame of unheard-of crimes, bloodshed and the loss of millions 
soidiers.... 
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fromthe speech of Gen C. de Gaulle over London Radio on 20 January 1942 
(C. de Gaulle, “Military Memoirs,” Vol 1, Moscow, Izd-vo Inostrannoy Literatury, 
1957, p 657) 


there is no honest Frenchman who would not welcome the victory of Russia (at Moscow. 


-~ dit irs). 


The German Army...is now retreating under the blows of the Russian troops, under- 
mined by the cold, hunger and disease.... 


At the same time that the might of Germany and its prestige have been shaken, the 
sun of Russian glory is ascending to its zenith. The entire worid has been con- 
vinced that this people of i175 million is worthy of being called great because it 
knows how to fight, that is, to overcome the set-backs and make retaliatory blows, 
because it itself has risen up, taken up its arms and organized itself for combat 
and because the severest hardships did not shake its solidarity.... 


Gen D. MacArthur (PRAVDA, 28 October 1981, p 3) 

...Nowhere have 1 seen such effective resistance to the strongest blows of the up- 
to-that-time victorious enemy, resistance which was followed by a counteroffensive 
which threw the enemy back to its own territory. The scope and brillance of this 
effort make it a great military accomplishment in all history. 


Admissions of Former Nazi Generals and West German Historians 


4. Guderian ("Vospominaniya soldata” [|The Memoirs of a Soldier], translated from 
the German, Vovenizdat, 1954, p 249) 


he offensive against Moscow had collapsed.... We have suffered a major defeat 
which...in the next few weeks would lead to fatal consequences. 


;. Blumentritt ("Rokovyve resheniya”™ [Fatal Decisions], translated from the German, 
Vovenizdat, 1958, p 108) 
‘ mpaign in Russia and particularly its turning point, the Battle of Moscow, 


vw first strong blow against Germany both in political and military terms. 


istoriya Velikoy Otechestvennoy voyny Sovetskogo Soyuza 1941-1945" 


stor the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union of 1941-1945], Vol 2, 
enizdat, 1963, p 299) 
e turnine point in the course of the war occurred on the battlefields around 
Ww. lere at the end of 1941, for the tirst time the offensive might of the 


erman Armed Forces was broken as they encountered a mission beyond their capacity. 


* ” . -« a . 7 - 7 i-_- i. . * »* .* 
it ("lstoriya vtoroy mirovoy vovny 1939-1945 |The History of World War II 
1939-1945], Vol 4, Voyenizdat, 1975, p 302) 
’ ind along with this the hances for the successiul conduct of the 


man} ‘llapsed in October 1941, particularly with the start of the Russian 








counteroffensive at Moscow in December 1941. ...The strategic goals of Hitler were 
itimally canceled by the stubborn resistance of the Soviet leadership and its armed 
forces.... 
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